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Tuesday’s Table

NEW LONDON-Tuesday’s Ta-
ble, a free community meal co-
sponsored by The Link, will be
held at Peace Lutheran Church
on March 24, starting at 6 p.m.
Everyone welcome. The church
is located at 100 4th Avenue SW.

SAIL class

NLS AREA - S.A.IL. (Stay Ac-
tive and Independent for Life)
exercise classes open to seniors
65+ in the New London-Spicer
community. The free class fo-
cuses on strength, balance and
fitness. Classes each Monday
and Thursday, starting at 9:30
a.m. Glen Oaks Village Apart-
ments in New London, and Each
Tuesday and Thursday starting at
10:15 am. at the Dethlef Com-
munity Center in Spicer. Everyone
welcome.

Food drive

WILLMAR- Hope For Our
City grocery distribution, each
Wednesday starting at 5:30
pm. Hope For Our City is
located at 1020 Hwy. 71 NE,
across from the Flags of Honor
memorial. Suggested donation
$1. Everyone welcome.

We Fest Karoake

SPICER - Each Friday in March
the Spicer American Legion
hosts a We Fest Karoake Contest,
starting at 8 p.m., with the con-
test finals on April 10. The grand
prize is two general admission
tickets to the We Fest music se-
ries and a chance to sing the na-
tional anthem on the main stage
at We Fest. The legion is located
at 155 Lake Avenue South.

Easter Egg Hunt and
Cookie Decorating

NEW LONDON - Join the New
London-Spicer Ambassadors on
Saturday, March 28th from 9
am to 11 am at Peace Lutheran
Church for an Easter egg hunt
and cookie decorating while
learning about the New London-
Spicer Ambassador program.

Ceramic tray/dish craft-
ing class

NEW LONDON - The New
London Public Library will be
hosting an adult ceramics craft-
ing class on Saturday, March
21st and 28th at 9:30 am. This
event is free of charge, but you
must register to participate by
calling (320) 354-2943 or visit-
ing the library.

Growing Hope Project:
Collaborative Zine

NEW LONDON- Little Theatre
Auditorium hosts a homemade
magazine project to include
sketches, poems, illustrations,
and more on Sunday, March 29th
from 11 am to 4 pm.
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Front from left: Hazel Vetsch, Maya Huda, Axel Eichhorst, Carson Stone, Jacob Skretvedt, Landon Eliason and Sam Schmitz. Second row
from left: Ava Revier, Noah Condon, Coleman Davis, Samantha Wookey and Lucy Quisberg. Back row from left: Hayden Westberg, Luke Scott,
Ethan Wenke, Lucas Finstrom, Owen Eichhorst, Lucas Nelson and Teagan Kavangh. Not pictured: Isaac Dowdey.

Toolcats win third straight regional championship

New London-Spicer robotics team three-peats at Grand Forks tournament,
eyes fourth title in St. Cloud next month

By Shannon Urban
Staff Writer

For the third year in a row, the New
London-Spicer Toolcats walked off a
regional FIRST Robotics Competition
floor as champions.

Team 3276 claimed the title at the
Great Northern Regional in Grand
Forks, N.D. on March 14, completing
a three-peat that few teams in the state

can match. The Toolcats finished the
qualifying rounds ranked fourth with a
13-4 record before advancing deep into
the playoffs as the first pick of Alliance
1, ultimately winning the event.

The victory sets up what would be an
extraordinary four-peat: New London-
Spicer is also the two-time defending
champion at the Granite City Regional
in St. Cloud, where the team will com-

pete April 10-11 at the River’s Edge
Convention Center.

How FIRST Robotics works

FIRST Robotics Competition pits
teams of high school students against
each other in a game that changes every

Toolcats win
Continued on page 3

What’s changed
for locals in 12
months of Trump’s
deportation policy?

By Ted Almen
Publisher

A cold wind was quickly
making its way across the frozen
ground of a Minnesota prairie on
this late February night. At the
same time warmth permeated
the room where a dozen men
and women had gathered around
the table in a neighbor’s small
kitchen, called together for the
purpose of taking the tempera-
ture outside from an entirely dif-
ferent perspective.

That arctic blast of late win-
ter weather blowing south from
Canada wasn’t chilling the souls
of these folks, though. All of La-
tino descent, they had answered
a plea for clarity in the fog of
the ongoing U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
agency’s mission of deporting
millions of undocumented im-
migrants from this country, a
signature promise of Donald
Trump’s presidential campaign.
Even as that operation advanced
under great scrutiny, much of it
negative, these local immigrants
considered the consequences of
being caught in the crossfire of a
war they didn’t start.

Yet all of

them are

What’s changed?

Continued on page 5
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Micah Chetrit, sitting on the floor to the right, works on the Toolcats robot during a compe-
tition. He was part of the very first robotics team at NL-S.

A light that endures:
Micah Orr Chetrit

A family honors their son’s quiet legacy of perseverance
and generosity with a gift to the next generation

By Shannon Urban
Staff Writer

There are some lives that, even in
their quietest moments, leave an im-
print that does not fade.

And Micah Chetrit’s was one of
them.

Micah Orr Chetrit’s middle name
is a Hebrew word. It means light. His
parents say they always knew it suited
him, but it wasn’t until after he was
gone that they understood the full ex-
tent of its truth, or just how widely that
light had spread.

Photo submitted

His parents, Cyndi and Guy Chetrit,
are not front-row-stage people. That’s
how Guy put it himself, sitting down
for a conversation on a Tuesday after-
noon six months to the day after los-
ing their son. They didn’t hold a large
public memorial. They held a small
celebration of life.

They leaned on their family. And
then, quietly — in the same spirit
in which their son had always done

A light that endures
Continued on page 3
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Commissioners weigh safety
concerns regarding hunters

using rifles to harvest deer

By Ralph Dickerson
Editor

Last year the state of Minnesota
passed a law, which took effect on
January 1 of this year, that allows a
county to decide if it wants to remain
shotgun only for deer hunting, or al-
low rifles. During its regularly sched-
uled meeting on March 17, the Kandi-
yohi County Board of Commissioners
scheduled a public hearing on a draft
ordinance regarding the issue for
April 14 at 5:30 p.m. in the multipur-
pose room at the Kandiyohi County
Health and Human Services Building
located near the Hwy. 23-US-71 split
in Willmar.

The state gave counties two op-
tions, pass an ordinance to remain
shotgun only, or do noting and let the
state law allowing rifles to go into ef-
fect. If the county wants to enact an
ordinance regarding the issue, the
Minnesota Department of Natural Re-
sources set a deadline of May 5 of this
year for counties to enact such an or-
dinance, which then allows the DNR
to include this ordinance in its annual
deer hunting regulations handbook
prior to deer season starting.

At the meeting Tuesday, county
board members called the decision a
difficult one, and framed it as a pub-
lic safety issue due to the density of
homes in the county. County board
members expressed concern about al-
lowing rifles for deer hunting due to
them possessing a longer range than
a shotgun.

Terry and Carol Schaefer live in
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Roseville Township sent a letter to the
board of commissioners, and to the
Lakes Area Review, opposing allow-
ing rifles to hunt deer. In their letter,
the Schaefers said, “a 12-gauge slug
can travel approximately 800 to 1,200
yards. A high powered rifle bullet (like
a 30-06) can travel over two miles.”

The Schaefers included a study
from Stearns County that showed that
on average 85 homes sit within a three
miles radius of the average hunter. It
also included a statistic that said over
140 hunters exist within this three
miles radius, which creates a crowded
zone of both hunters in the field, and
homesites within range of the average
deer rifle.

The Schaefers also said approxi-
mately 19,000 acres of public land
exists in Kandiyohi County open to
deer hunting, with many rural homes
adjoining these lands. Commissioner
Dale Anderson said this situation
scares him.

“You have no idea who’s going to
be out there in that public land,” said

Rifles to harvest deer
Continued on page 5
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Thursday, March 26, 2026 -
4:30-7:00 pm

NLS MS/HS
Cafeteria
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$8/ticket

Sold by 4™ graders or at the door

Dine In, Carry Out, +
or Drive Thru!
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You're Invited to a

Bethesda at Jome

——— Open House ——
Thursday, March 26 | 1:00-3:00 p.m. | Bethesda StoneRidge

Stop in to tour our new offices, enjoy treats and good company,
and learn more about our Home Health and Hospice services.

As your local expert in aging, Bethesda at Home
provides compassionate, professional care —
right where you call home.

We look forward to welcoming you.

A
Bethesda

at Home

Serving others in faith, community, and [i

PACT for Families honors Mary Jo deCathelineau

Kandiyohi County Com-
munity Corrections press
release

At its recent Annual Meet-
ing, PACT for Families recog-
nized Mary Jo DeCathelineau
for her leadership and dedica-
tion to strengthening services
for children and families
across the region. DeCathe-
lineau received both a Five-
Year Service Award for her
contributions to the PACT for
Families Executive Board and
the organization’s Spirit of
Collaboration Award.

DeCathelineau joined the
PACT for Families Execu-
tive Board in 2020, initially
completing the remainder of
a term before being elected
to two additional consecu-
tive terms. She also served
as Board Chair from 2022
through 2025, helping guide
the collaborative’s strategic
direction and strengthening
partnerships across the re-
gion. With more than 25 years
of experience in probation
through Kandiyohi County
Community Corrections and
years of service within the
criminal court systems in
Kandiyohi, Mary Jo brings
exceptional insight, credibil-
ity, and expertise to the PACT
for Families Executive Board.
Her deep understanding of
the justice system, youth in-
tervention, and family dy-
namics has been instrumental
in advancing cross-system
coordination and promot-
ing prevention-focused ser-
vices that support children

and families. She is a mentor
within the department for new
probation officers at KCCC,
is a leader in implementing
evidenced based practices and
teaches cognitive behavioral
programs. Mary Jo has shown
exceptional  understanding
and expertise with working
with individuals with mental
illness and trauma throughout
her career.

Mary Jo also draws on her
extensive community experi-
ence as a long-time member
of the local Rotary Club and a
Board member of the YMCA.
These roles provide her with
unique perspectives on com-
munity needs and collective
impact, which she consis-
tently integrates to strengthen
services, align regional pri-
orities, and maximize shared
resources. A tireless cham-
pion of collaboration, Mary
Jo fosters partnerships among
corrections, schools, public
health, human services, and
community organizations.
She has consistently advocat-
ed for early-intervention strat-
egies, reduced system dupli-
cation, and meaningful family
support programs that create
measurable, lasting outcomes.

The Spirit of Collabora-
tion Award is presented an-
nually to an individual or
organization that exemplifies
outstanding partnership and
commitment to improving
outcomes for children and
families. The award recog-
nizes those who go above
and beyond to build connec-
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PACT for Families conferred two awards on Kandiyohi County Com-
munity Corrections officer Mary Jo deCathelineau. She received the
Five-Year Service award and the Spirit of Collaboration award. Pictured
from left: PACT for Families Executive Director Sarah Vonderharr, de-
Cathelineau and Kandiyohi County Community Corrections Director Dr.

Tami Jo Lieberg.

tions across systems, reduce
service barriers, and promote
coordinated, community-
driven solutions within PACT
for Families’ five-county ser-
vice area. DeCathelineau has
long championed prevention
and early intervention efforts
that support youth and fami-
lies. She is also active in the

community as a long-time
member of the local Rotary
Club and a current YMCA
board member. PACT for
Families leaders noted that
DeCathelineau’s dedication,
collaborative leadership, and
deep community involvement
make her a deserving recipi-
ent of both honors.

Ridgewater College President Craig Johnson honored
with Michael Bennett Lifetime Achievement Award

Ridgewater College
press release

Dr. Craig Johnson, Presi-
dent of Ridgewater College,
has been selected to receive
the Michael Bennett Lifetime
Achievement Award, present-
ed by the Phi Theta Kappa
Honor Society and its Board
of Directors. The award
recognizes retiring college
presidents whose leadership
demonstrates an enduring
commitment to student suc-
cess and the development of
student leaders.

“The strength of each stu-
dent’s experience is shaped
in many ways by the value
college presidents place on
Phi Theta Kappa,” said Lynn
Tincher-Ladner, Ph.D., Presi-
dent and CEO of Phi Theta
Kappa. “Dr. Johnson’s nomi-
nation and election reflect a
career grounded in student
success from the very begin-
ning.”

The Michael Bennett Life-
time Achievement Award is
an honor presented to retir-
ing college presidents whose
leadership has demonstrated
an enduring commitment to
student success and to the
mentorship of student lead-
ers.

Dr. Craig Johnson, Presi-
dent of Ridgewater College,
will retire May 19, 2026,
culminating eight years of
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Ridgewater College Phi Theta Kappa members salute retiring Ridgewater President Dr. Craig Johnson this
month as they celebrate his receiving the Michael Bennett Lifetime Achievement Award from Phi Theta Kappa
and its Board of Directors. The award recognizes his leadership and commitment to student success and the
development of student leaders. Front row, from left are officers Leslie Wiltscheck and Nissa VanDenBroeke,
and members Ava Mochinski, and Holly Risk. Back row from left: officer Jayden Kruse, Dr. Craig Johnson,
member Phillip Ahlgren, Advisor Lori Anderson, and member Rebekah Youngdale.

dedicated service to the in-
stitution. Since assuming the
presidency in 2018, he has
led the institution through a
period of significant growth
and renewal. His leader-
ship has been marked by ex-
panding academic offerings,
strengthening  partnerships
in the Hutchinson and Will-

mar communities, support-
ing strong enrollment growth,
and championing a culture of
belonging for students and
employees.

“The impact of Phi Theta
Kappa is shaped by the com-
mitment of college leaders
like Dr. Johnson,” added Dr.
Tincher-Ladner. “His nomi-

N DOOR

HRISTIAN CHURCH

ection Sunday Service

nation is a testament to the
gratitude PTK students feel
—not only for themselves, but
for the generations of students
who have benefited from his
leadership.”

Dr. Johnson will be hon-
ored during the Phi Theta
Kappa Annual Convention on
March 27, 2026.
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A Ilght that endures Continued from page 1

things — they made donations
to various causes that had a
positive impact on Micah’s
life and that he cared deeply
about. The New London-Spic-
er robotics program was one of
them.

- “It’s not about the money,”
Guy said plainly. “To me,
that’s not the focus at all. The
gift that you’re giving back to
us is keeping Micah’s memory
alive — the life, the legacy that
he lived.”

And what a legacy it is.

A life, however short, well
lived

Micah was diagnosed with a
rare form of muscular dystro-
phy at age six, the same year
his family moved to Spicer.
The disease progressed slowly
but relentlessly, moving from
his legs to the rest of his body,
eventually taking his mobility
and, near the end, even his fa-
cial expressions. What it never
touched was his mind, his hu-
mor, or his instinct to give.

Former NL-S teacher, Joyce
Friedrich, said it perfectly, “of
all the things Micah accom-
plished during his abbreviated
time with us, his imprint on
others left an enduring impact.
The way he lived his life with
the challenges put before him
was a true testament of perse-
verance.”

When Micah transitioned to
high school at NL-S, he arrived
the same year the school’s
robotics program was being
born. Andy Paulson, then shop
teacher, launched the program,
and Micah was in his very first
class. In fact, he and his family
were part of what helped shape
1t.

Paulson, who still coaches
robotics in Perham, said Micah
taught him to see every person
as an individual and help them
become their best — and that,
he added, had made him a bet-
ter teacher.

Guy Chetrit, an engineer
himself, mentored the NLS
robotics team for several years

TOOICatS Win Continued from page 1

season. Each fall, teams receive
a new challenge and spend the
following months designing,
building, and programming
an industrial-size robot from
scratch — all within strict rules
on size, weight, and materials.

This year’s game, Rebuilt,
challenges three-team alliances
to score points by collecting
and shooting foam balls, called
fuel, into a central hub. At the
end of each match, teams earn
bonus points by climbing a
tower. Alliances must work to-
gether strategically, with each
robot playing a defined role in
the overall plan. Team 7257,
the Sauk Centre Semiconduc-
tors acted as Alliance Captain,
team 3276, our own New Lon-
don-Spicer Toolcats, were 1st
pick, and team 7048, the Fargo
Red River Rage, rounded out
the winning alliance.

A design built to win under
pressure

The Toolcats’ robot this sea-
son featured a double-turret
shooter design that allowed
the team to score quickly even
when opposing robots were ac-
tively playing defense. That re-
liability proved critical during
the playoff rounds, when teams
are more likely to face strategic
defensive play.

The path to the champion-
ship wasn’t entirely smooth
— the team encountered power
issues during several playoff
matches. But the pit crew diag-
nosed and resolved the problem
between rounds, and the robot
performed without issue in the
final match.

Coach Aric Harrier described
the methodical process his stu-
dents used to track down the
problem. “Power issues are a
common thing with robot col-
lisions,” he said. “If there is a
power issue after a match, my
on-field student technician/
programmer Owen Eichhorst
would look to see if the robot
lights are off, then check the
computer logs for brownouts
and other vital issues as they
quickly got back to the pits,
where the pit crew was wait-
ing to do whatever needed to be
done.”

When the first fix didn’t hold,
the students dug deeper. Har-
rier explained that after ruling
out the 120-amp breaker as the
culprit, the team theorized that
heavy defensive play against

Micah Orr Chetrit

alongside his son. He describes
the program as one that opens
doors for students who might
otherwise go unnoticed — kids
who aren’t the star athletes,
who are drawn to videography
or marketing or technical prob-
lem-solving, who need a place
where those things matter. “It
really is a program that caters
to a variety of students,” he
said. “It suited Micah because
of his physical limitations, and
he was able to flourish there.”

In many ways, robotics gave
Micah exactly what he need-
ed—a place where physical
limitations mattered less than
creativity, problem-solving and
persistence. The Chetrit’s both
agreed that the program is an
incredibly influential one, “The
robotics program helped stu-
dents discover who they were
and where they were going.”

And it’s still opening doors
for kids who need it. That, the
Chetrits would tell you, is ex-
actly why it still has a special
place in their hearts.

Micah went on to achieve
Eagle Scout rank at 16, com-
pete at State in MathCounts,
and earn MVP honors with the
NLS robotics team. But Guy is
quick to say those accomplish-
ments are only part of the pic-
ture. The harder part — the part
he’s most proud of — is watch-
ing his son figure out how to
compensate and continue to
live his life fully.

“As the disease progressed,”’
Guy said, “he really leaned into

his intellect. That’s where his
strength was, and that’s where
he thrived.” When Micah
could no longer walk safely in
a crowded school hallway, he
moved to a mobility scooter.
But even as the disease slow-
ly stole his physical abilities,
it was never able to touch his
spirit.

And when the disease even-
tually stole his facial expres-
sions, he leaned harder on his
words and his humor. NL-S
literature teacher Abigail Duly
shared a seemingly small mo-
ment that shows just that,
“On his first day in class with
his mobility device, he hit the
doorframe and said, ‘I just
wanted to let you know I'm
here—1I didn’t see a doorbell.””

Micah Orr Chetrit graduated
from NLS in 2013 and from
Minnesota State University
Mankato in 2017 with a Bach-
elor’s Degree in Electrical En-
gineering, graduating summa
cum laude. He was hired by
IBM out of a career fair be-
fore he even finished his senior
year, and went on to work in
the company’s microproces-
sor design group in Rochester
— at the leading edge of large-
frame computer architecture.

A spirit of strength and
giving

Despite his challenges, he in-
sisted on living independently,
in his own home, in a wheel-
chair, in a city an hour from
his parents. “He insisted on in-
dependence. Even in a wheel-
chair, he lived on his own and
built his own life”” both Cyndi
and Guy explained.

After he graduated and be-
gan earning a salary at IBM,
Micah quietly supported mul-
tiple charities and helped indi-
viduals in ways his family only
learned about after his passing.
It was simply how he operated
— generosity as a habit, not a
grand gesture.

“He wanted to make peo-
ple’s lives better, even behind
the scenes,” Cyndi recalled.

“We heard that from many
people. He really came along-
side people, quietly, most of
the time. With a very generous
heart.”

After he passed, the mes-
sages came pouring in. From
teachers who had quietly been
affected by having known him.
From classmates and competi-
tors who flew in from Califor-
nia, Utah, and Indiana for his
celebration of life. From par-
ents in the community who
told Guy and Cyndi what their
son had meant to their children
— things Micah had never
mentioned to his own family.

Cyndi said. “It helps us go
through this grieving process
to know that he really made a
difference.”

The family hopes the dona-
tion and Micah’s story will
encourage others to support
the fund, as well as encourage
people throughout the commu-
nity. But everything else aside,
they’ve described already re-
ceiving so much more than
they’ve given. “The gift to us is
that people are telling his sto-
ry—that his legacy continues.”

And giving was simply part
of who he was.

Although the disease took
things from him gradually —
first his ability to walk safely,
then his mobility, eventually
even his facial expressions —
what it never managed to take
was his mind, his humor, or his
deep instinct to look after the
people around him.

Overall, the hope is that
Micah’s story encourages oth-
ers—especially young peo-
ple—to pursue their passions,
to persevere and to become
who they are meant to be. Be-
cause that is exactly what Mi-
cah did.

In a life marked by chal-
lenge, he built something last-
ing: connection, inspiration
and a quiet, enduring light.

And for those who knew
him—or are just now hearing
his story—that light will re-
main.

their high- volume double-
turret shooter was causing col-
lisions that stressed the robot’s
internals — allowing a switch
to make contact with a nearby
part. “We tightened up some
parts that screws were back-
ing out [of] with new thread
lock compound and moved our
breaker slightly to avoid the
nearby part,” Harrier said, “and
that proved to work in our final
match.”

For Harrier, the episode was
also a reminder of what the pro-
gram is really about. “With vet-
eran students graduating each
year, it’s neat to watch new
team members — who think
they work hard during the year
— when the clock is ticking be-
tween matches,” he said. “The
sense of urgency really goes
up and the students get more
focused and speed up dramati-
cally.”

What’s next

The Toolcats now turn their
attention to the Granite City
Regional, where they have won
the last two years. The event
runs April 10-11 at the St.
Cloud River’s Edge Conven-
tion Center. A win there would
give the program four consecu-
tive regional championships
across two different events —
a remarkable run for a small-
school program competing
against teams from across the
region.

The stakes are historically
high. Harrier noted that last
year, the Toolcats finished
fourth in the world out of 3,702
teams — the best finish ever by
a Minnesota team. The return-
ing drive team gives him con-
fidence heading into St. Cloud:
driver Carson Stone, co-driver
Jacob Skretvedt, technician
Owen Eichhorst, human player
Coleman Davis, and media
captain Ethan Wenke all return
from last year’s championship
squad.

Harrier said the team has
clear goals before the Granite
City Regional. “We need to
score more fuel in autonomous,
dial in our double-turret shoot-
ers to make a better percentage
of shots, and most importantly
the bot needs to be more robust
to take on the heavy defense,”
he said.

He also credited the broader
community for making the
program possible. “We would

not have a successful program
without the backing of our com-
munity and sponsors,” Harrier
said. “The money from spon-
sors and donors has allowed
us to replace worn parts and
focus on robotics, teamwork,
problem-solving, gracious pro-
fessionalism, Kkindness, con-
fidence, leadership, mentor-

=

guided engineering, and grit
through hands-on learning.”
FIRST Robotics regional
events are open to the public.
Matches are fast-paced and
loud, and the combination of
engineering  problem-solving
and head-to-head competition
makes them an entertaining
watch for fans of all ages.
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Photo by Brooke Eischens

A community of women gathered Friday night to prepare for Satur-
day’s free clothing swap at Little Theatre Auditorium.

Could clothing swaps
be the new trend?

By Brooke Eischens

Women throughout New
London and surrounding
communities gathered Friday
night to prepare for Satur-
day’s free women’s clothing
swap at Little Theatre Audi-
torium.

The event was dreamt up
by Heather Kalevik while
going through closets at
home. She thought, rather
than just getting rid of all
of these clothes, how fun
it would be to gather a few
friends and revamp our
wardrobes  together? She
created a Facebook post with
the idea, which sparked quite
a bit of interest and required
coordinating a sizable space.

Heather reached out to
Maria Novak to see if Little
Theatre would host the swap
and open it up to the public.
Maria loved the idea and
many were willing to help
make it happen.

People donated their time,
tables, clothing racks, hang-
ers, and gently used clothes
in exchange for fellowship

and free clothing (if they
wanted).

The swap ran from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. on Saturday, March
14. All donated clothing,
shoes and accessories were
free for the taking. Anyone
was welcome to bring their
own bag, but a suggested
$5 donation allowed guests
to fill a provided paper bag
with whatever they could fit
- from shoes to formal wear.
Proceeds were split between
local family support non-
profits and Little Theatre Au-
ditorium, and leftover items
from the swap were donated
to The Link.

“We’re hoping it’s an event
that will grow,” said Maria.

The next dream?

A children’s
swap!

Heather, Maria and the
gals already have the plans in
the works, so keep your eyes
and ears open toward the end
of summer for Little Theatre
Auditorium to announce the
official date.

clothing
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New London Review, March 19, 1885

General Grant Worse

The Medical Record of
the 14th says: The ulcerative
process in the anterior pilar
has, since the consultation,
extended to the adjoining side
of the tongue, and the bridle of
tissue bounding the perforation
of the anterior pilar internally
gave way Wednesday and
Thursday the patient was in
reasonably comfortable state.
His termperature normal and
pulse regular, but he was
suffering somewhat from
the effects of insomnia. His
digestion is good, and semi-
solid food taken easily and
with reasonable relish. He

suffers no pain. In face of all
these general symptoms, the
local difficulty has marketdly
increased and parts in the
vicinity of the ulcerations are
becoming more infiltrated.

An  associated  press
dispatch the 14th says: Gen.
Grant went to bed early on
Wednesday night, but he did
not fall asleep until nearly
midnight. He suffered
considerably from a pain in
his right ear. The ulcerations
in his throat had also taken on
a more angry appearence, and
cocaine was again used to allay
the pain....

100 Years Ago

New London Times, March 18, 1926

COURT DOINGS

Albin Levender of Harrison
was arrested by Sheriff Bonde
at the Levender shack on a
charge of furnishing liquor to
a person who became deathly
sick. Levender was arraigned
in Municipal court, waived
examination, and was bound
over to the District court.
Levender was also arraigned

in Municipal court on Monday
on a charge of maintaining a
nuisance. He will be given a
hearing at 10 o’clock a.m. on
March 31.

Lillian and Claries Peterson
of Lake Elizabeth were taken
to the Sauk Center training
school for girls by Sheriff
Bonde, Tuesday evening.

75 Years Ago

New London Times, March 22, 1951

Bob’s Broadcast
Farmer friends, don’t
forget, the date for the

annual Farmers’ Party. It’s
next Friday evening, March
30, at 8:00 o’clock at the
New London high school
auditorium.

We are expecting your
kiddies this Saturday for
the Easter Egg Hunt, unless

another snow storm blocks all
the roads. Then it will be one
week later.

At present there is nearly
three feet of snow on the
ground in this area. This
added to the total snowfall
this season, breaks the all-
time record of 86.5 inches
in the 1916-17 season by 6.9
inches...

50 Years Ago

New London-Spicer Times, March 18, 1976

Deer in bus barn

As jim Saulsbury and his driv-
ers were putting away their school
buses last Monday morning after
making the morning run, one of
the drivers noticed eyes glaring
at her in the bus barn. The driver,
Mrs. Bob Messenbrink, then real-
ized it was an adult deer, lying on
the dirt floor of the large building,
it apparently thinking it was hid-
den. Saulsbury arrived first be-
hind that bus and quickly called
the “Times” office. Upon arriving
with my camera, I found the deer
still lying in the same position. At
I crept up to get a close shot, the
deer exploded and ran through
the open doorway, across Hwy.

25 Years Ag

23 and then onto the golf course.
As you guessed, the photo didn’t
turn out, and the deer didn’t stick
around for a second shot.

Why was the deer bedded
down in the bus barn? Who
knows. It might have been chased
in there by something; but it cer-
tainly didn’t appear to be wound-
ed in any way. Very interesting
and unusual though!

Special notices

REMINDER

The Continuing Education
Committee willl meet Wednes-
day, March 24 in the morning.

Please turn in your renewal
certificate at the high school be-
fore that time.

o

Kandiyohi County Times, March 19, 2001

Community education bill
gaining support

A bill for a speical lefy for
equalization of funding for
community education program
in Minnesota schools is fast
gaining support, both around
the state and within the Legis-
lature.

According to NLS Com-
munity Education Director
Tom Scearcy, so far a resolu-
tion supporting the Youth in
Community Education legis-
lation has been passed by 51
advisory councils, 25 cities and
64 school districts.

Scearch recently was one
of four persons who testified
in St. Paul in behalf of the bill
before the House education and
finance committee.

This committee, chaired
by State Rep. Barb Sykora,
reached favorably to the bill.

“It went very well,” he said.

10 Years Ago

“The committee seemed to be
very attentive. I think the com-
mittee realizes therre hasn’t
been an increase in funding in
14 years.”

This week, he said, he ex-
pects the Senate committee
will hear the bill.

Youth in Community Edu-
cation is a measure which asks
that school districts be allowed
to enace a special levy for chil-
dren’s outside-of-school pro-
gramming.

“What this means,” Scearch
said, “is everyone will pay the
same--$2.31 for every man,
woman and child in the district-
-regardless of where they live
in the NLS district.”

The bill originated locally
three years ago, the brainchild
of Scearcy. It was written with
“a lot of help” from the offices
of State Sen. Dean Johnson and
State Rep. Al Juhnke....

Lakes Area Review, March 19, 2016

Public expresses concern
over NL-S’ proposed
transgender policy

Parents and grandparents
concerned over the transgen-
der and gender nonconforming
students policy being consid-
ered by the New London-Spic-
er school board attended the
board’s listening time prior to
the regular meeting Monday
night.

Generating the most con-
troversy is language in the
policy that states, “A student
should not be required to use
a locker room or restroom that
conflicts with the student’s
gender identity.”

Also controversial is lan-

guage in the policy pertain-
ing to sports participation:
“Generally, students should
be permitted to participate in
physical education and sports
in accordance with the stu-
dent’s gender identity that is
consistently asserted at school.
Participation in competative
athletic activities and contact
sports will be determined on a
case-by-case basis.”

...Typically, the school
board’s first reading of a pro-
posed policy is informational
and action is not taken at that
time. The board votes to ap-
prove or deny on a proposed
policy following its second
reading...
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Bond refinancing saves district taxpayers nearly $240,000

By Shannon Urban
Staff Writer

A competitive bond mar-
ket delivered good news for
local taxpayers at the March
9th board meeting when the
New London-Spicer School
District refinanced $8.25 mil-
lion in debt at a lower interest
rate than anticipated.

The district received nine
bids for its general obligation
school building refunding
bonds, with New York-based
Jefferies submitting the win-
ning offer at 2.61 percent.
The rate came in below the
2.8 percent estimate financial
advisors had projected during
pre-sale discussions.

“We like to see three bids,
so you got nine. That’s great.
Very competitive,” said a rep-
resentative from Ehlers, the
district’s financial advisory
firm, presenting the sale re-
sults to the school board.

The refinancing targets the

2027 through 2033 maturities
of bonds originally issued in
2016. The combination of a
lower interest rate and premi-
um received on the bonds will
save approximately $239,000
in debt service payments over
the life of the bonds.

Board chair Mark Peter-
son expressed relief at the
outcome given recent market
volatility.

“It’s great to see that we
got a good rate in this market
being what it is right now,”
he said. “That was not a guar-
antee, and it’s really nice it
came in on the low side.”

The district also benefited
from strong credit ratings.
Standard & Poor’s affirmed
the district’s underlying rat-
ing of A-minus stable, citing
the local economy, household
income levels slightly higher
than the county average, and
balanced operating results.

Additionally, the district

received Minnesota’s triple-
A credit rating through the
state’s credit enhancement
program, which helps school
districts secure more favor-
able borrowing terms.

The bond proceeds will
sit in escrow from the April
2 closing date until May 7,
when the old bonds are re-
deemed. During that period,
the funds will earn interest at
a locked rate of 3.74 percent,
generating approximately
$31,000 for taxpayers.

“That premium that’s re-
ceived on the bonds will go
towards financing the pre-
payment of those bonds,”
the Ehlers representative
explained. “What happens
when you receive premium
in a refinancing situation is
it reduces the par amount of
the bonds, and that’s how you
end up with the savings for
your debt service payments.”

The 2016 bonds being

partially refinanced will con-
tinue with their original pay-
ment schedule for the 2034
through 2036 maturities,
which were not included in
the current refinancing.

The school board voted
unanimously to approve the
resolution awarding the bond
sale.

“It’s fantastic to save tax-
payers some money,” Peter-
son said following the vote.
Superintendent Jamie Boelter
noted the savings comes as
the district navigates chal-
lenging financial circum-
stances at the state level,
including potential cuts to
special education funding
and uncertainty around com-
pensatory aid.

The refinancing repre-
sents one of several financial
strategies the district has em-
ployed to maintain fiscal sta-
bility while managing rising
operational costs.

Youth movement: Spicer chooses Nelson to fill vacant council seat

By Ralph Dickerson
Editor

The Spicer City Council
tabbed resident Megan Nel-
son to fill the seat vacated by
Ted Kroll earlier this year.
Nelson’s appointment lasts
until election day, at which
time voters elect a candidate
to fill the remaining two years
on Kroll’s original term.

Nelson possesses the op-
tion to only hold the seat until
the end of the year, or file to

run for the two years remain-
ing on Kroll’s term. In select-
ing Nelson, council members
said they wanted younger rep-
resentation on the city coun-
cil.

Former Mayor Denny
Baker also applied for the
vacant council seat. Mayor
Robin deCathelineau queried
the council on why members
favored Nelson over Baker.
She said, “with Denny we
wouldn’t have any training.

Coffee with Kandiyohi
exploring interest in increasing
community childcare options

Kandiyohi County Health
and Human Services press
release

Kandiyohi County HHS
is launching a new commu-
nity outreach effort, “Coffee
with Kandiyohi”, designed
to create a simple, welcom-
ing way for residents to
learn more about becoming
licensed child care or foster
care providers.

Starting at the end of
March, county licensors will
be setting up various dates
and locations at local coffee
shops across the county for
informal drop-in opportuni-
ties to allow individuals to
ask questions, learn about li-
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censing and training require-
ments, and explore available
grants and supports. This
effort is part of our ongo-
ing commitment to increas-
ing access to child care and
foster care by meeting com-
munity members where they
are and reducing barriers to
getting started.

Event dates and locations
will be announced via our
county Facebook page and
website. We’ll also be send-
ing notice to local papers,
such as yourself, to spread
awareness. Our first event
will be at Lake Affect Coffee
in New London on March
31st from 10a-12pm.

He could just step into the role
and run with it.”

Council member Shelly
Munyon said she understood
deCathelineau’s point, but
thought the city simply need-
ed younger members on the
council. Munyon said she be-
lieved if elevated to the coun-
cil, “she’s going to put in the
study,” to learn the job. Coun-
cil member Troy Block said
appointing her now gives “her
some background before the
end of the year if she runs.”

Council member Zach
Larson agreed with tabbing
someone younger to fill the
seat. Larson said he supported
either Nelson or another ap-
plicant, Andrew Madsen.

In applying for the posi-
tion, Nelson described her-
self as a “longtime Spicer
resident. (I) enjoy getting in-
volved, (and) in helping our
community.” As for her ex-
perience, Nelson said she cur-
rently serves as the executive
secretary for the Green Lake
Property Owners Association.

As mentioned earlier, for-
mer Spicer Mayor Denny
Baker also applied for the va-
cancy. Baker listed his reason
for seeking the office as one in
which he wants to see the city
to continue to progress.

Aaron Thompson, a native
of Albert Lea, MN in southern
Minnesota, moved to Spicer
in 2018 from Olivia, MN.

Profile

Thompson said his nearly 30
years as a business owner in
similar sized communities in
the state allowed him to see
the challenges facing Spicer,
and understands how public
and private partnerships work.

Thompson also said he
served 23 years with the Oliv-
ia Fire Department, working
his way up to assistant chief.
He retired from the depart-
ment in 2018.

“I also served as the de-
partment president, which
means | was involved in
planning budgets, prioritiz-
ing equipment needs and ac-
quisitions and worked closely
with the Olivia City Council
and the surrounding township
boards,” said Thompson in his
resume sent to the council. “I
also served on the fire relief
board, which researched and
made recommendations for
retirement plans and com-
pensation for our volunteer
crew.”

On his application for the
vacant city council seat, An-
drew Madsen said he “would
like to get into public service
and hopefully help my com-
munity.” Madsen also said
he wanted “to make the city
of Spicer great (and) to help
local businesses thrive and
maybe help lower taxes.”

Do you want to comment
on this story? Email ralph@
nlslakesareareview.com.
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Prairie Woods $1 million
grant plan adds trails, ADA
compliant dock and new yurts

By Ralph Dickerson
Editor
The Kandiyohi County

Board of Commissioners ap-
proved Resolution 2026-17
supporting Prairie Woods En-
vironmental Learning Center
submitting a $1 million grant
to the state Environment and
Natural Resources Trust Fund
administered by the Legisla-
tive Citizen Commission on
Minnesota Resources for proj-
ects on its Phase I improvement
plan for the park. These Phase
I projects include: new natural
surface hiking trails and acces-
sible routes, a wetlands board-
walk with ADA accessibility, a
new canoe and kayak dock and
launch with ADA accessibil-
ity, the reconstruction of the
existing yurt, and the creation
of an ADA accessible yurt and
a new drinking water station at
the pavilion.

“I’'m here today to request
a letter of support for a state
grant application for Prairie
Woods Environmental Learn-
ing Center,” said Prairie Woods
Executive Director Jennifer
Swenson. ...Prairie Woods,
as you know, currently serves
more than 20,000 visitors ev-
ery year, including school
groups from across the state,
and many of those travel from
up to 75 miles annually to visit
Prairie Woods and bring their
students.”

Commissioner Duane An-
derson asked Swenson if the
grant required a match. She
said it required a 25% match,
and Anderson asked where
Prairie Woods intended to get
the money for the match.

“Prairie Woods has some
funds that we are dedicating
towards a match, plus other
grants that are pending,” said
Swenson.

She then broke down the
funding sources. She said
some came from donations
to Prairie Woods, and other
funds came from an account
in Prairie Woods’ name with
the Willmar Area Community

Foundation.

“Lots of donations that
we’ve received over the years
have been (put) together for
opportunities like this,” said
Swenson.

As part of her presenta-
tion to the board, Swenson
explained some of the Phase
I projects proposed with this
grant application.

Swenson said the floating
dock at the canoe/kayak area
served the park well for many
years, but lacks ADA accessi-
bility. Even so, around 1,400
people per year use the dock.

“It can be difficult for visi-
tors,” explained Swenson.

Swenson said the yurt, a
1a.rge canvas structure, serves
outdoor groups year round,
and also serves as an overnight
space in addition.

“In the winter time we use
it as a warming house for the
programming,” said Swenson.
“It’s right along Kettle Lake,
so groups will warm up in the
yurt and then do a few rounds
of cross country skiing.”

Prairie Woods intends to
replace the current yurt with
a new one, and then construct
a companion ADA compliant
structure.

Swenson  said  Prairie
Woods offers a variety of natu-
ral habitats that makes the park
unique. She said the park con-
tains native prairie wetlands,
woodland and undeveloped
shoreline on Lake Florida. In
addition, the park includes a
glacial ridge and a narrow land
bridge by Lake Florida Slough.

“These are rare places
where visitors can come and
actually experience all those
different variety (sic) in one
contained landscape,” said
Swenson.

If Prairie Woods receives
the grant, Swenson said the
park does not expect construc-
tion on the Phase I projects to
start until sometime in 2028.
The park needs to finish the
final design and secure the
proper permits first.

Farm to Food Security grants open

Minnesota Department of Ag-
riculture press release

The Minnesota Department
of Agriculture (MDA) is now
accepting applications for the
Farm to Food Security Grant
program. Established by the
Minnesota Legislature in 2025,
the program is modeled after
the former federal Local Food
Purchase Assistance Program
and supports local farmers and
producers by funding projects
that purchase local food and
distribute it to Minnesotans ex-
periencing food insecurity.

Individuals, nonprofit orga-
nizations, for-profit businesses,
Tribal governments, govern-
ment entities, agricultural coop-
eratives,economic development
organizations, and educational
institutions are eligible to ap-
ply. The program supports
purchases of Minnesota-grown
and -raised foods including pro-
duce, meats, and other whole,
minimally processed, and pro-
cessed foods with at least one
primary ingredient that is 80%
grown or raised in Minnesota.
Grant funds may only be used
for food distributions that take
place in Minnesota.

“This program connects
Minnesota grown food with
people who need it, while help-
ing small farmers build new
markets and stable income,”
said MDA  Commissioner
Thom Petersen. “We modeled
it after a federal program that
demonstrated real impact, and
I appreciate the bipartisan work
at the Legislature that made
this program possible in Min-
nesota.”

The MDA may award up to
$1.3 million in total funding for
this program through a compet-
itive review process. Applicants
may request between $20,000
and $100,000, with a dollar-
for-dollar match required on all
funds over $50,000. This is a
reimbursement grant, meaning
awardees will need to pay for
the project costs first, then sub-
mit receipts after the contract is
signed in order to receive reim-
bursement.

Full grant eligibility require-
ments and application details
are available on the MDA’s
Farm to Food Security web-
page. Applications are due by
4 p.m. on Tuesday, March 31,
2026.

Kandiyohi County Road and Bridge Meeting

Press Release

Kandiyohi County Public Works Department

Office Conference Room
1801 Highway 12 East
Willmar, MN 56201

Tuesday, March 24th , 2026
8:00 AM - 10:00 AM

Tentative agenda items will include reports, updates and poten-
tial actions in the following areas:

8:00 AM ¢ 2026 Construction Plan, Mel Odens
¢ 5 Year Construction Plan, Mel Odens
8:30 AM e Maintenance Summary & Update, Todd Miller
9:00 AM ¢ GLSSWD Phase II Update, Corey Smith
9:30 AM e Drainage Department Update, Austin Hilbrands

e Other

s The agenda may be subject to change
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What,s Changed? Continued from page 1

documented aliens or
naturalized citizens... they
are in this country legally.
But as has been widely
reported in the media, that
fact didn’t always matter. In
September of last year the
Supreme Court voted 6-3 to
allow ICE agents to detain
and interrogate people based
solely on ethnicity, language
and accent, plus their presence
at certain job sites known to
typically employ immigrants.
One year later

In February of 2025, short-
ly after the inauguration of
Donald Trump and the antici-
pated commencement of his
vow to expel all illegal immi-
grants from the U.S., a quiet
gathering of local Latinos
was called to try gauge their
level of anxiety related to this
policy. It was not like deporta-
tion of the undocumented was
something new to this coun-
try... Trump’s predecessor Joe
Biden was reported to have
removed more than 271,000
people during his last year in
office, and Barack Obama had
previously been dubbed the
“Deporter in Chief.”

However, it was the vit-
riol with which Trump an-
nounced his plans to undergo
mass deportations of millions
of people from this country
which caught the nation’s at-
tention. Phrases like ‘they’re
eating the dogs and cats,’ call-
ing people illicitly crossing
the border from Mexico rap-
ists and murderers, and more
recently calling Somalis “gar-
bage” alarmed immigrants
both legal and illegal. It also
helped to fuel a contempt of
immigrants among the Presi-
dent’s most staunch support-
ers, whether they had had any
interaction with these foreign-
ers or not.

As it turns out, that anxi-
ety, that fear of ICE activity,
was not allayed by their legal
status. (A year ago at least
one person interviewed was
undocumented... she did not
attend this follow-up, for un-
disclosed reasons.)

The questions for both this
article and the one a year ago
were asked in English, trans-
lated into these people’s na-
tive Spanish language; the an-
swers were likewise translated
back into English.

By far the most prominent
theme coming out of both
conversations was that these
immigrants wanted exactly
what people coming to the
U.S. for hundreds of years
have sought: a better life for
themselves and a bright future
for their children. While that
hasn’t changed in the past 12
months, they do feel less se-
cure in that search.

“She said she make a plan
with her husband,” explained
our translator. “What will hap-
pen if for some reason they
are detained? So he’s trying to
make a plan to (keep) together
family.”

Immigrants are careful not
to draw unnecessary attention
to themselves. It is “...really
necessary to don’t have any
resistance with with the offi-

Riﬂes tO harveSt deer Continued from page 1

Anderson.

Later Anderson said if the
county does allow rifles for
deer hunting, neighbors need
to talk to one another about
not only the location of each
hunter’s deer stand, but the
location of homes in relation
to those stands to ensure each
hunter knows which directions
not to shoot due to either an-
other deer stand within range,
or a home.

Commissioner Roger Im-
dieke also expressed concern
switching from shotguns to ri-
fles due to the population den-
sity in the northern part of the
county around the lakes. He
said the county board needed
to hear more from the public
on this issue.

“We haven’t heard from
a high degree of landowners
whose homes and yards are
potentially at risk with the
longer direction or longer dis-
tance that a rifle is capable of,”
said Imdieke.

He then gave an example
of the population density. Im-
dieke said when he first started
hunting at age 15, he hunted in
an area with only two farm
sites. Today this same area
contains both those farm sites,

cers.”

After witnessing what took
place in Minneapolis this win-
ter, nerves are on edge even
for naturalized citizens. “We
learned this year that doesn’t
matter. You just need to look
like me, like everybody here,”
one man said. “It is the prin-
cipal reason for being afraid.”

“Even if they were white,
even that doesn’t stop these
guys to kill this people. If he’s
just against the government
it’s good enough to receive a
shot.”

Feeling betrayed

Many local immigrants
work at jobs which put food
on Americans’ tables. It’s the
kind of work that, to be honest,
most Anglos won’t touch. It’s
only natural then to feel some
level of betrayal when realiz-
ing that they can be stopped
and detained based solely on
the color of their skin. “We
do everything legal,” one man
said. “So yeah, it’s a big thing,
right?”

The sentiment around this
kitchen table was that immi-
grants are being treated poor-
ly. “Disrespected, for sure,”
said one, and another noted
that in the present tense the
haters are less likely to keep
their opinions to themselves.
He blamed that on the cur-
rent Administration’s policies
which, in his words, give that
permission.

“The First Amendment
give you the right to say stu-
pid things, yes? But right now
looks like it’s not only say...
you can do stupid things. So,
yeah, it’s sad, because we feel
like a target.”

Too close for comfort

In February of 2025 when
we first met, the President’s
threats seemed like they were
a world away... something
happening in Washington,
D.C., but not in West Central
Minnesota. But when ICE
agents spread out across Min-
neapolis, then came to Will-
mar, the idea of being detained
-- and possibly deported --
changed from subtle unease
to a conceivable possibility.
An ICE stop at a local gas
station added an exclamation
point to that.

“She feels afraid to walk to
the school with the kid,” said
our translator. “She need to
carry with the ID.”

“It’s weird, because some
people is really nice, more
nice than normal, and the oth-
er is more aggressive.”

“Like one month ago, I
have an issue in my truck.
I was fixing the bumper, so
looked like I was hiding there.
And one old lady really nice
and really kind stopped and
she told me, “You need help?
You’re hiding from some-
body. I will be here until you
go, okay?’ That kind of stuff
happens. But some people
looks to us no nice.”

Been here longer

Early in U.S. history, Mex-
ico included a large swath of
today’s United States. In fact,
many in the Latino communi-
ty can trace their lineage in the
Americas back umpteen cen-

but also 12 homes in the area.

“You. have to think about,
you know, the safety too and
what might happen with a
straight bullet that travels a
lot further than a shotgun slug
would travel,” said Imdieke.

Commissioner Corky Berg,
a hunter himself, said when
deer season opens, thousands
of hunters across the state take
to the fields in an effort to bag
a deer. He said so many hunt-
ers crowded into relatively
small spaces with high-pow-
ered rifles does create safety
issues the board needs to take
into consideration before it
make a decision one way or
the other.

“We have so many families
living around lakes and in...
the rural areas,” said Berg.
“We have a lot of people that
can be impacted by this and
have lots of concerns. So I'm
really cautious about going
forward.”

From his point of view,
board chair Steve Gardner
said it comes down simply to
a safety issue. When discuss-
ing the issue, he said the board
needs to consider both sides of
the issue. He said many people
living in the rural areas of the

turies, certainly farther than
anyone of European descent.
Today, the majority of Mexi-
cans are a mixture of indig-
enous and European (mostly
Spanish) heritage.

“l mean, in the continent,
and I don’t want to go in that
argument, but I’'m been lon-
ger... my ancestors were here
before,” said one man. “And
I feel like people just don’t
want to acknowledge that. At
this time it doesn’t matter if
you your ancestors were here
before or not. I think right
now what it matters that we
are here, right?”

“I don’t know. What is the
point from this government.”

“I feel like it’s something
about blaming other races,
blaming the people of color.
It’s like we are second class
humans.”

Everyone has rights

While it was startling to
hear of the number of children
who were being withheld from
schools in the Cities, there was
much less of -- but not none --
of that happening at KMS. No
one of the assembled had kept
their kids home during ‘Oper-
ation Metro Surge’ -- a fancy
name given to the rousting
of people resembling immi-
grants. But at least one mom
in the room thought of it.

“I was thinking that maybe
I would keep them, home for a
few days at the beginning. But
then I say, “We are legal here,
right?”” She didn’t want to be
afraid, but even more than that
she didn’t want to pass fear
on to her children. “So I say,
okay, let’s go. Let’s keep go-
ing, and we’ll see.”

Another mom told how she
related reality to her 15-year-
old. “I told him, ‘You know
what? It can happen to you. It
can happen to me. So you have
to be careful if you go some-
where. Yes, you are Mexican
American, but still the chances
are higher.” And then one time,
one day, he came from school
and he’s like, there’s many,
many friends don’t want to go
to school anymore.” Her son
wondered if their home could
be a sanctuary should trouble
arise for friends’ families.

“He’s like, yes, we have a
room available. I’'m like, it’s
okay. We can do that. That’s
fine.”

Acts of kindness

Adversity often  brings
with it kindness. Even with
all the right documents some
immigrants are still too afraid
to go out in public. One per-
son in the gathering told of
groceries being brought to the
apartment where he works,
and another told of someone
who collected money from her
church to be used to buy gro-
ceries. “So I (purchased) some
groceries and I distribute them
with five families.”

Is this happening because
people don’t have money to
buy food, or because they
were too apprehensive to ven-
ture out? The answer is both.
Some were just fearful of go-
ing out shopping, while others
were even afraid of going to
work and because of that were

low on funds.
What’s changed?

Since the dawn of the
current deportation activity,
brown-skinned  immigrants
and naturalized citizens carry
their documents when they
leave their homes.

Profiled people don’t go
out as much for groceries or
other necessities, for fear of
being stopped.

Parents consider pulling
their children from school.

These are all results of a
heightened anxiety caused by
a dragnet federal policy which
sweeps up the good with
the bad. No one seems to be
against the arrest of the truly
criminal, but in many cases
it’s been people with very
minor or even no legal issues
who are detained and held
without proper due process.
Yet that right is supposedly
guaranteed by the Constitu-
tion for everyone in this coun-
try, citizen or not.

Still, not every change has
been bad. As one man related,
his neighbor now watches out
for them like a hen over her
chicks.

“You know her (the neigh-
bor, born and raised in Kerk-
hoven). Okay, she take care of
us. When we go to Walmart,
she sent to me a message,
‘Hey, are you okay? Let me
know when you’re home. Go
get groceries and go back,
please.””

It also made these immi-
grants feel good to see the
support they were getting
from Anglo citizens who were
protesting harsh ICE proce-
dures against people of color.

“We feel really good when
I saw the news all the people
in the meetings in Minneapo-
lis are white, and that make us
feel really well. They start to
sing. I feel my heart and al-
most start to have some drops
of my eyes.”

“It really moves me,” add-
ed a woman. “I feel like I want
to go and be there, but then I
think, what if I go there and
they try to detain me, and then
people try to protect me, and
I put them more in risk? But
I’'m really grateful for that.
Thank you. We are in moral
depth to them.”

“Local people are getting
used to us now. I mean, I feel
like, welcome here,” said an-
other in the group. “I feel like
we’re making a change here in
rural Minnesota.”

“We want to be part of the
community. I'm really happy
to be here in Minnesota. I
have told my kids all the time,
yes, we have to work harder,
we have to win our space in
the society. It doesn’t mat-
ter if we’re here, or we’re in
Mexico.”

Our host wrapped up the
conversation with this: “We
are coming from a place that
we need to fight to survive.
And we came here and are
still fighting. We’re here,
we’re afraid of ICE. We’re
there, we’re afraid of a cartel.
I mean, at the end of the day,
it’s like where are you safe?
Very safer to be here.”

county told him they already
fear going outside during deer
season. Some farmers do not
want people out in their fields,
nor do they turn out their farm
animals during this time of
year due to fear of them get-
ting shot.

Gardner then relayed a
story from his youth that re-
inforced his view of the safe-
ty aspect of this debate. As a
young man he went hunting
in a rifle zone in the northern
part of the state, and two deer
came into view around 50
yards away from him standing
broadside to him.

Gardner said he took the
shot with his rifle and hit the
deer. Only after taking the
shot did he notice a farmstead
about 800 yards away in his
direct line of fire.

“The shame I felt for tak-
ing that shot, regardless of
whether or not it was success-
ful, lives with me to this day,”
said Gardner.

Commissioner Duane An-
derson called the decision a
hard one for him, and sarcasti-
cally thanked the state legisla-
ture for dumping this decision
onto the county. While not
decided one way or the other,

Anderson said he does lean to-
ward allowing rifles.

Anderson said in his dis-
trict, the southern part of the
county, a significant amount of
wide open spaces exist that al-
lows hunters to see everything
in their line of firing, which
allows them to see the back-
stop for their bullets. He also
favored allowing rifles for the
youth. It allows them to secure
a firearm designed for them
which allows youth to hunt
with their parents.

Anderson said some people
hunt with AR pistols, and try to
modify them for hunting pur-
poses. He fears them wrongly
modifying the firearm.

“If they modify it wrong,
they get in violation of fed-
eral law, and they can get into
trouble,” Anderson said.

The county board wants
much more public input on the
issue prior to making a deci-
sion. The county intends to
publish a draft ordinance next
week, then hold a public hear-
ing to gather community input
prior to making a decision one
way or another.

Do you want to comment
on this story? Email ralph@
nlslakesareareview.com.

RECORDS

Motor vehicle crash involving school bus

WILLMAR - On Friday, March 13, 2026 at 7:50am, the Will-
mar Police Department was dispatched to a motor vehicle crash
with injuries. This crash occurred at the intersection of 6th St
and 11th Ave SE in the city of Willmar.

Officers arrived on scene at 7:54am and found a Palmer school
bus and a 2019 Ford F250 pulling a livestock trailer both in-
volved in the crash. Officers determined there were four juvenile
students on the bus, all with minor injuries.

All four were transported to Rice Memorial Hospital via Centra-
Care Ambulance for treatment and evaluation. No other injuries
were reported.

The 2019 Ford F250 suffered disabling damage as was towed
from the scene.

The Willmar Police Department is seeking to identify a small,
black SUV that was in the immediate area at the time of the
crash that left prior to officers arriving on scene. Any informa-
tion can be sent to the Willmar Police Department.

The Willmar Police Department was assisted by the Kandiyohi
County Sheriff’s Office, Minnesota State Patrol, CentraCare
Ambulance, Willmar Fire Department, Kandiyohi County Res-
cue Squad, City Line Towing, Plamer Bus, and the Willmar Pub-
lic. Schools.

Motor vehicle pursuit

WILLMAR TOWNSHIP — On March 17 at roughly 9 p.m. in
the city of Willmar, Kandiyohi County Sheriff’s Deputies lo-
cated a vehicle near the area of 1st Street South and Willmar Av-
enue SE that was reported stolen earlier in the city of Willmar.
As the vehicle turned into the Cash Wise parking lot, deputies
initiated a traffic stop.

The vehicle initially pulled over, however, the driver and three
passengers refused to exit despite demands from deputies. The
driver then accelerated through the parking lot in an attempt to
elude law enforcement.

Deputies initiated a pursuit as the vehicle turned onto 5th Street
SE and continued southbound at a high rate of speed. During
the pursuit the vehicle briefly stopped near Lakeland Drive and
Becker Avenue SE, at which time the three passengers exited
and fled on foot.

Deputies and officers were able to locate and apprehend all three
invididuals, who were arrested and transported to the Kandiyohi
County Jail. The driver continued to flee for several more miles
until a sheriff’s deputy successfully executed a PIT (Pursuit In-
tervention Technique), safely disabling the vehicle.

The driver was taken into custody without further incident.

The driver was arrested and transported to the Kandiyohi Coun-
ty Jail and is being held on charges of felony fleeing a peace of-
ficer in a motor vehicle, receiving stolen property, driving after
revocation (of license), reckless driving and fifth degree drug
possession. The Kandiyohi County Sheriff’s Office was assisted
by the Willmar Police Department.

BoArD & CouNciL MEETINGS

March 23, 2026

» Kandiyohi County Township Association Spring meeting,
Willmar Conference Center, starting at 8 a.m. Location 240
23rd Street SE.

March 24, 2026
e Lake Andrew Township meeting, 7 p.m. 3453 150th Ave.
NW, New London.

March 26, 2026
¢ New London Township meeting, 5 p.m., New London Town
Hall, 16151 County Road 9, New London.

March 30, 2026
e Green Lake Township meeting, 6 p.m. Prairie Meadows
School, 650 County Road 10W, Spicer.

April 1, 2026
e New London City Council meeting, 5:30 p.m. 10 Ash Street
SE, New London.

April 6, 2026
» Kandiyohi City Council meeting, Kandiyohi City Hall/Civic
Center, 432 Atlantic Ave. 7 p.m.
e Dovre Township meeting, 7 p.m. in the town hall, 3077
County Road 27 NW, Willmar.
¢ Colfax Township meeting, 7 p.m. 26490 5th St. NW, New
London.

April 7, 2026

* Kandiyohi County Board of Commissioners meeting, 9 a.m.
Health and Human Services building second floor meeting
room, 2200 23rd St. NE, Willmar.

e Spicer City Council meeting, 5:30 p.m. Dethlefs Community
Center, 217 Hillcrest Ave. Spicer.

¢ Pennock City Council meeting, Pennock Community Center,
305 Dakota Ave. 7 p.m.

e Regal City Council meeting, 7 p.m. 14451 Hwy. 55 NE,
Belgrade, MN.

YOUR SHOT AT THE WE FEST STAGE STARTS HERE

SING THE
NATIONAL
ANTHEM
. ONTHE
MAIN STAGE
Every Round-Up. -
Every Time.

FINALS TO THE Sing. Compete. Win.

BIG STAGE’
AT WE FEST ON

When: Frlday March 6
March 13
March 20
March 27
Finals- April 10
Time: 8:00 PM
Where: 155 Lake Ave. South, Spicer, MN

SPICER AMERICAN LEGION
POST 545

Must be 18 by July 1, 2026 to enter. N
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TCd HCF@........ by Ted Almen

Now, over 50 years later, I have to believe
that there are still a few of you Wildcat read-
ers out there who will remember the moment
when Rick Peterson hit you. Having watched
this game for all those years, and having
played it, I cannot think of another 160-pound
load of dynamite to explode on our local foot-
ball field.

Richard Allen Peterson -- appropriately
RAP -- died last week. He was just 71, but for
all the fight in him this guy went 42 rounds
with multiple sclerosis before he finally hit the
showers.

Rick was a member of the Kerkhoven-
Sunburg High School Class of 1973... one of
those storied groups of guys (girls were just
then starting to realize the opportunities of
Title IX) that started coffee shop talk and fire-
side banter. Their football team ran the table
on the old West Lake Conference, and had an
undefeated regular season before succumbing
to a strong, also undefeated Appleton squad in
a post-season playoff game.

Dave Hannig was the head coach, assisted
by Harsey Scott. Peterson was in the back-
field, along with Steve Gulsvig and quar-
terback Terry Baker. But it was probably on
defense where Rick made his biggest impres-
sion, coming at opposing players with a fear-
less running head start from his safety posi-
tion. Flying through the air, he would down
an opposing player with his helmet... some-
thing that, thankfully, is much more guarded
in today’s game. I wonder how many concus-
sions he must have suffered. But -- and all you
1970s-era players will nod in remembrance

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

-- when you ‘got your bell rung’ all the coach
did was crack open a small capsule of smell-
ing salts, wave it under you nose and send you
back in the game.

The game of football has changed so much
in the last 50 years, with trying to prevent
head injuries taking the main stage. Even back
in the day, we were issued helmets with only
webbed straps as protection for our noggins.
And it wasn’t even that long before that face
masks had made their debut (late 1950s). Go-
ing way back, helmets were made out of leath-
er. So much for shock absorption.

I had the opportunity to be on a couple of
football teams with Rick Peterson, although
several years younger and mostly just a fan.
But a fan of his I was... just watching him play
with so much gusto made me want to try do
the same. And I did play his position once he
graduated, although nowhere near his level.

I was also privileged to play several sea-
sons of Norway Lake-Sunburg baseball with
Rick, where he donned the ‘tools of igno-
rance’ as the old sportswriters called catcher’s
equipment. I also remember the game (was it
at Sauk Centre?) where he came in the dug-
out between innings and told Tim Baker to put
on the gear... said he was having a hard time
seeing the ball. It wasn’t long after that when
we learned he was diagnosed with MS. That
was the end of his illustrious playing days,
and a lesson that life isn’t always fair and can
change in an instant.

Rick’s funeral will be held Wednesday at
Mamrelund Lutheran Church. He’ll probably
skip it for a ballgame in heaven. R.I.P. R.A.P.

ESE £ FEEEFER

By Sgt. Jesse Grabow

Question: I enjoy reading your column in the
weekly newspaper. I have a question I hope
you can address. We’ve had some heavy fog
recently and I get frustrated with the vehicles
that do not have their lights on. Sometimes the
headlights are on and the rear lights are not.
What is the advice/law in using your lights dur-
ing the daytime when there is fog/rain/snow?

I think in the newer vehicles, the owners don’t
check if the lights are on thinking they auto-
matically come on under those conditions.
More often than not my 2025 Subaru does not
have any lights on, at least in the early stages
of lower vision conditions. I look at my dash-
board and can see if the headlights are on via
the instrument lights. Then I go outside to the
rear and sometimes the rear lights are not on.

The best way I have found is to get to know
your vehicle switches and lights. So, when I
am parked, I can try the different positions on
the switch to see exactly what lights are coming
on. If the light conditions haven’t triggered
the auto lights, I can manually turn them on.
In general, I keep the switch in the position of
headlights and running lights (rear lights in-
cluded) automatically coming on when light
conditions warrant coming on. They automati-
cally turn off when the car is turned off.

Thank you for addressing my question.

Answer: Thank you for the question and you
bring up a lot of good advice and points. Your
headlights and taillights must be turned on at
sunset and used until sunrise. Use them during
weather conditions that include rain, snow, hail,
sleet or fog, and any time you cannot clearly
see the road ahead for at least 500 feet.

People often fail to turn on their headlights in
rain and fog due to a false sense of security,

e

over-reliance on automatic light sensors that
don’t always activate, and the mistaken belief
that lights are only for seeing, rather than be-
ing seen. Other factors include confusion with
daytime running lights (DRLs) and simply for-
getting.

Key reasons for this dangerous habit include:

* Misunderstanding of Purpose: Many drivers
do not realize that in the rain, headlights are
crucial to make their vehicle visible to others,
especially from the rear.

 Automatic System Failure: Auto-light sensors
often do not register daytime, overcast, or rainy
conditions as “dark enough” to activate head-
lights.

e Dashboard/DRL Confusion: Modern dash-
boards are often always lit, leading drivers to
mistakenly believe their headlights are on.

* Habit/Forgetfulness: Drivers often forget to
manually activate lights if they are used to au-
tomatic systems.

e Ineffective DRLs: While Daytime Running
Lights are on, they often do not activate rear
tail lights, making the car invisible from be-
hind.

A portion of state statutes were used with permission from the Offfice of the Revisor of Statutes. If you have any questions con-
cerning traffic related laws or issues in Minnesota, send your questions to Trp. Jesse Grabow — Minnesota State Patrol at 1000

Highway 10 West, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205. (You can follow him on Twitter @MSPPIO_NW or reach him at, jesse.grabow @

state.mn.us).

Trump’s bankruptcies

To the editor:

I had heard that President Donald
Trump had gone bankrupt in the busi-
ness world. I wanted to know more
about it since he was now influencing
the largest economy in the World.

I typed the words Donald J. Trump
bankruptcies in my search engine on
my computer and discovered that
Trump has filed for Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy 6 times. You can look it up
yourself.

That was a little disturbing to me
and so I feel the public should know
more. I have had a limited amount
of experience with bankruptcies but
wanted to share what I know.

First, Chapter 11 bankruptcy is a
“reorganization” process under the
U.S. Bankruptcy Code, primarily used
by businesses—and sometimes indi-
viduals with high debt—to restructure
financial obligations while remaining
operational. Digging a little deeper
and applying the KISS (Keeping It
Simple Stupid) method, I want to ex-
pand in a little more detail what bank-
ruptcy is about.

Please remember that this is a com-
plicated process and I am not going to
get into much detail. “The Devil is in
the Details” applies here.

I wanted to come up with a simple
way to explain the Trump bankrupt-
cies. I came up with the Dr. Seuss
characters “Thing 1” and “Thing 2”.

Thing 1 is an individual and Thing 2 is
a corporation.

Thing 1 is identified in our system
of laws by a birth certificate at birth.
This identification has been happening
in our legal system for many, many de-
cades and hasn’t changed much.

Thing 2, the corporation, is formed
when individuals or groups of individ-
uals create, through our legal system, a
new entity. This new entity is recorded
in state government just as the birth
certificate identifies the individual.

In our legal system this new entity,
is in some cases, is looked at the same
way as an individual. Lending institu-
tions lend money to Thing 1 by requir-
ing two things.

You are familiar with them if you
bought a home. The bank identifies
how much capital is available to sup-
port the loan.

This capital comes from the value
of the house you are buying, which
is appraised by a certified appraiser.
The Bank then requires you to come
up with a down payment which is also
capital available to the bank and gives
the bank some risk protection in case
something happens and they have to
call the loan.

The bank also requires you to prove
that you can make the payments on the
loan by asking you about your monthly
and yearly income. When lending in-
stitutions lend money to Thing 2, they
require the same things but the money,

capital, comes from the investors who
put money into the corporation.

In one of the Trump cases the cor-
poration planned building a casino.
The bank wanted to know the market
value of the casino once it is built. The
lender also wanted to knowwhere the
money was coming from to make pay-
ments on the loan.

In the casino example, the cor-
poration seeking the loan estimates
how much money will be spent by the
patrons who come to gamble as well
as other income and subtracts the ex-
penses in running the casino. The net
is used to pay on the loan.

Something happens and the loan
payments to Thing 2 aren’t paid. The
lender wants the loan payment and is
putting pressure on Thing 2 by threat-
ening to liquidate the business if the
payments are not made.

Thing 2 decides to file a chapter 11
bankruptcy, reorganization, through
the bankruptcy court system. With
this filing, Thing 2 must reorganize
his business so that it can operate at a
profit.

In many cases a portion of the busi-
ness is sold. This reorganization plan
is submitted to the Bankruptcy court
for approval.

Debt is usually forgiven as part of
the plan for profitability. The lender
absorbs the loss for the portion of the
loan that cannot be paid. In the Trump
bankruptcies, Trump is both Thing 1

Learn more about this exciting opportunity
by scanning on the QR code
or going to explorespicer.com @

SPICER COMIMIERCIAL CLUS ADMINISTRATOR
WANTED

Highly Organized Self-Starter Needed!
The Spicer Commercial Club (SCC) seeks
a part-time Administrator to manage daily
operations and communications.
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and Thing 2.

Trump has put some of his Thing
1 wealth into Thing 2. How does this
play out in the bankruptcy?

Since the bank loaned the money
to Thing 2, the corporation, they can
only cover their losses from the capital
pledged in the Thing 2 loan. As long as
Thing 1 continues to pay his loans, he
has no requirements to cover the losses
from of the Thing 2 business.

He only loses the money he invest-
ed in Thing 2. In the Trump bankrupt-
cies, they all follow this pattern.

First, Trump will overestimate the
income generated by the property.
There is not enough money to make
the loan payment.

The lender wants this payment so it
wants to liquidate the assets. Secondly,
Trump will overvalue the property as
he seeks the loan.

If the bank accepts this overvalu-
ation and loans Trump the money, the
bank is now in trouble since the prop-
erty was valued above the market val-
ue by Trump. If the lender liquidates
the property, it will not cover the loan.

A reorganization plan is developed.
Part of the business is sold to another
investor at the real market value of the

property not the original overvalued
price.

The chapter 11 bankruptcy reorga-
nization plan is approved by the court.
During these business deals, Trump
is drawing a healthy salary from the
Thing 2 business as the operating of-
ficer.

This pays for his expensive life-
style which may well also make
the loan payments on his expensive
homes. Since this is the Thing 1 part
of the scenario, his personal wealth is
not touched by the bankruptcy of the
Thing 2 business.

He moves on to invest in a Thing
3 corporation. All this is repeated
throughout his bankruptcies.

His personal wealth grows. The
lenders take the losses and in the end
those losses are covered by the banks
through higher interest rates and fees
charged to their customers. Money
doesn’t grow on trees; somebody
somewhere must find the money to
make up the losses generated by the
bankruptcies.

Signed,
Ronald Van Nurden
New London Township

Letterto the Editor Policy - Lakes Area Review welcomes readers to express their views by submitting Letters to
the Editor. All letters need to be signed and dated with the name of your town included. A phone number must
also be included for verification purposes. Letters will not be published without verification of authenticity
by the author. All letters are limited to 500 words or less. Only one submission per 15 days will be accepted.

Letters written by multiple parties must include all person’s names and phone numbers for verification. Letters
may be mailed to: P.O. Box 838, New London, MN, 56273 or emailed to: editorial@nlslakesareareview.com

Notice of Annual Meeting

The 2026 Annual Meeting of the West Central
Mutual Insurance Company will be held

MONDAY, MARCH 30, 2026

at the Kerkhoven Civic Center

starting at 2:00 p.m.

The annual statement will be reviewed and Officers will be
elected. Door prizes will be given and lunch will be served.
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The Right was
right about fraud

in Minnesota
By Ralph Dickerson
Editor

Former US President Har-
ry S. Truman ran his admin-
istration on this phrase: “The
buck stops here!” Meaning
Truman took responsibility
for the decisions and actions
of his administration. When
it comes to the administration
of Minnesota Governor Tim
Walz, it seems his administra-
tion operates with the saying
“what buck?”

According to various re-
ports social services spending
exploded under his adminis-
tration. In many of these pro-
grams, costs ended up several
times higher than projected,
with investigations that re-
vealed that for many of these
programs fraud accounted for
the massive increase. This
level of malfeasance in these
social safety net programs
flies in the face of Governor
Walz and Attorney General
Keith Ellison’s testimony
before the US Congress that
they took reports of fraud se-
riously.

Republicans on the House
Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform released
a report on the fraud that oc-
curred under the watch of
Governor Walz and Min-
nesota Attorney General El-
lison. This report chronicled
explosive growth in three
social services programs in
Minnesota: the Housing Sta-
bilization Program, the Early
Intensive Developmental and
Behavioral Intervention pro-
gram for children with autism
and the Integrated Commu-
nity Support Program.

According to the Republi-
can report, when created the
state of Minnesota expected
the Housing Stabilization
Program to cost just $2.6 mil-
lion per year. The program
started with 278 providers
offering support to 8,126 re-
cipients.

The report said the number
of providers increased over
three fold to 883 providers,
with recipients growing to
21,679 recipients, more than
double, and a cost of $108
million per year.

According to the United
States Attorneys Office and
the Pioneer Press, the cost
grew from $2.6 million to
$104 million, slightly less
than stated in the Republican
report, and the number of re-
cipients grew to over 21,000.
While the numbers did not
exactly match, the basic
claim of a massive increase
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I typically do laundry on
the weekends . . . Sunday af-
ternoons, if there is nothing
else going on, is my time to
wash, dry, fold, and put away.
If I don’t do it all at once, we
live out of baskets and wear
wrinkly clothes everywhere.

Sometimes the weekends
are busy and I don’t get my
laundry day. That’s most-
ly acceptable, as we have
enough clothes to get through
two weeks without washing.
The boys do start raiding
Jesse’s sock drawer, though,
which he does not like. It’s a
whole thing.

If T wait two weeks to do
the laundry, there is obvi-
ously at least twice as much
to do. One load of each sorted
pile turns into maybe three,
and I can’t get them done all
in one day. As the week picks
up again, I don’t get to them
at all.

Now one would think that
we could just walk around
those piles wherever they are
sorted - laundry room, bed-
room, bathroom, wherever.
I can walk around them. It
seems the kids can’t. The
piles end up spread across
the whole room and mushed
together again! I don’t see
it happen, but I imagine
them kicking through it like
freshly fallen fluffy snow.
It’s maddening, especially
since they’re 15 and 18. Walk

in cost and people served
proved true.

The Republican report also
examined the autism support
program Early Intensive De-
velopmental and Behavioral
Intervention program. The
report said the program grew
from $20.4 million to $342
million, recipients grew from
791 to 5,705 and providers
from 41 to 328. The report
also claimed this program
identified 1-in-12  Somali
children as suffering from
autism, with the rate in Min-
nesota much lower at 1-in-28.

The Minnesota Reformer
examined this program, and
though the numbers did not
agree, the basic claim of ex-
plosive growth again proved
true. The Minnesota Reform-
er reported initial costs of the
program at $6 million, and it
grew to $192 million, a 32-
fold increase in costs.

Both the Republican re-
port and the Minnesota Re-
former agreed on the number
of providers as the program
started with 41 and grew to
328. They disagreed on the
statistic regarding autism in
Minnesota, with the Minne-
sota Reformer story claim-
ing a statistic of 1-in-38. The
Minnesota Reformer story
did not delve into the number
of immigrant children report-
edly diagnosed with autism,
so this statistic remains un-
verified by outside sources.

Finally, the report dis-
cussed the Integrated Com-
munity Support program in
Minnesota. It claimed the
program started with 21 pro-
viders and quickly grew to
458, and grew from 164 re-
cipients to 2,444. The cost
also increased greatly, from
an initial $4.6 million to $170
million, a 36-fold increase.

The US Attorney’s of-
fice discussed this program,
but did not provide a yearly
breakdown. The attorney’s
office simply said since its in-
ception in 2021, the program
spent a total of $400 million,
which averages to $80 mil-
lion per year on this program.
Again, the general claim of
vast spending in the program
bears out.

Governor Walz said his
administration took reports of
fraud seriously and investi-
gated these allegations. Who
did his administration hire to
investigate these claims, Bar-
ney Fife? The investigations
appear inept at best.

It took a change of admin-
istration in Washington DC
to actually take these reports
seriously. I think I know why
the Walz administration, and
Attorney General Ellison,

around!

I guess that’s my kick in
the pants to try to get it done
every week.

Our boys had some friends
over last weekend. If you
imagine four boys eat a lot,
wait until that group multi-
plies. I went to CashWise to
pick up some necessities be-
fore they got to our house.
As I was going through the
checkout line with my piles
of pizzas and snacks, the old-
er gentleman ringing me up
asked, “Do you have kids?” I
do, I said, and today they’re
having a little party.

In less than 16 hours,
which also included a bit of
sleeping, these boys put away
six pizzas, two rotisserie
chickens, a pan of brown-
ies, a double batch of cook-
ies, eight bags of chips, egg
bakes, more eggs scrambled,
three dozen sausages, a
whole bowl of apples, and 66
mini muffins.

They’re talking about do-
ing it again in a month or so. I
should probably start saving.

Other than the dent in the
budget and the cooking it
required, their party was a
heartwarming experience to
witness. They arranged a bas-
ketball tournament and made
hilarious little prize buttons
for the winners. There was a
lot of pool playing, hide and
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basically ignored reports of
fraud.

Do I think they partici-
pated or personally benefit-
ted from the fraud? No, they
did not. They just did not take
reports of fraud seriously
because people on the right
heard rumors of fraud and
started talking about it, and
the Walz administration sim-
ply did not believe it due to
people on the right saying it.

This process, people on
the left automatically dis-
missing allegations from peo-
ple on the right, played out
in Washington DC regarding
former President Joe Biden’s
son Hunter, and also Biden’s
cognitive impairment. The
right said it, so the left dis-
missed it.

When reports first sur-
faced in late 2020 of a laptop
left in a repair shop by Hunter
Biden, reports quickly arose
claiming this story came from
a Russian disinformation
campaign designed to hurt
the chances of Joe Biden win-
ning the election. Only after
the election did we learn the
laptop did actually belong to
Hunter Biden, not to a Rus-

sian  disinformation cam-
paign.
Then during President

Biden’s term in office, reports
surfaced that questioned Pres-
ident Biden’s mental sharp-
ness. The left, and many in
the press, quickly dismissed
these reports as “deep fakes”
or outright lies. So many on
the left claimed Biden re-
mained mentally sharp and
fully capable of serving an-
other term.

It took Biden’s disastrous
debate performance to prove
to the world that he, indeed,
suffered from mental decline.
Even after the debate, many
on the left claimed Biden suf-
fered from fatigue or a cold,
which explained his poor per-
formance.

No one bought the left’s
bill of goods. The left spent
years telling people to not
believe the videos of Biden
wandering off during a pho-
to-op, him falling asleep at
meetings or walking feebly
off stage after an appearance,
but his debate performance
gave credence to these ru-
mors.

Fraud flourished in Minne-
sota simply because the party
in power in the state, the left
side of the aisle, refused to
believe any report about fraud
if the right mentioned it. The
left did not believe the reports
simply because people on the
right reported on the rumors
coming out of these depart-
ment from whistleblowers.

seek in the dark, and some
late night exploring around
the farm. It seemed like the
kind of things that happened
when I was in high school -
no phones, just unplugged
shenanigans. I'm happy to
feed that.

The blizzard-that-wasn’t
came after the boys went
home. I looked forward to
camping out in our house
all weekend watching the
weather outside, and was
half asleep for most of Satur-
day, The ridiculous wind on
Thursday kept me awake all
night, and between that and
the lively houseful on Friday
night I was surprised I could
keep my eyes open at all. I
really wanted to see the 16
inches of snow threatened for
our area. Surprise, surprise, it
didn’t show.

I’m looking forward to
spring, and do wish it would
dry up so the dog’s feet
weren’t always muddy. But I
also love a good snowstorm,
especially when I don’t have
anywhere to be. Those excus-
es of holing up at home kind
of go away when the weather
warms up. People aren’t as
accepting if I say I just want
to sit in my house where it’s
air-conditioned.

CLUES ACROSS

1. Inclined to do

4. Sketches

10. Book of Chronicles
(abbr.)

11. Atomic #58

12. Dorm official

14. Small Evrasian deer
15. Southern constellation
16. Workers’ groups

18. Former

22. Excellent

23. Romance language
related fo Spanish

24. Reference

26. Equally

27. Dirty towels

28. A cargo (abbr.)

30. Ammunition

31. You get one in summer

34. Slang for trucks with
trailers

36. Swiss river

37. Exchange rafe

39. British School

40. College teacher

41. Foreign Service

42. Horse gear

48. Cost to fly

50. A salt or ester of boric acid

51. Mocking
52. One who bird-watches
53. Concluding passage

54. A major division of geological

time

55. Sodium

56. A way to produce
58. Soak

59. Laughed loudly and harshly

60. Affirmative
CLUES DOWN

1. Moth species phalonidia __

2. Quantum of energy

3. Break the law

4. Location of White House

5. Official cancellation of a
decision

6. Where rockers work

7. Cut of beef: ___ mignon

8. Nocturnal burrowing reptile

9. Atomic #62

12. Genus of evergreen subshrubs
13 FIowermg plant of the legume

17 Inches per minute (abbr.)
19. Tropical fruit

20. Hot fluid beneath the earth’s
crust

21. James ___, painter

25. Popular dessert

we insure your car. because
some people never learned to park.

simple human sense

29. Payment (abbr.)

31. Cuisine style

32. Genus of frue flies
33. City in western France
35. Arrogance

38. One holding a position of
command

41. Weekday

43. An evening party

44. Print errors

45. Not good

46. Egyptian Sun god

47. East German town
49. Olfactory property
56. Atomic #37

57. “Pollock” actor Harris

PIONEER
HERITAGE

INSURANCE

LLC

Auto-Owners
INSURANCE

LIFE - HOME « CAR - BUSINESS

Serving the Spicer-New London Area
320-796-2169 * www.pioneer-heritage.com

SUDOKU

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Level: Advanced

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!
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sprING cLEANING  WORD
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

EARCH

WORDS

AIRING
DECLUTTER
DEEP-CLEAN
DETOXIFY
DISINFECT
DONATIONS
DUSTING
FRESH
HOME
LABELING
LAUNDRY
MAINTENANCE
MINIMALISM
MOPPING
ORGANIZE
POLISH
PURGE
RECYCLING
RENEWAL
SANITIZE
SCRUBBING
SORTING
STORAGE
VACUUM
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CROSS ROADS
COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”
Rev. Dr. Bart A. Fletcher, Pastor
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Phone: (320)-796-2339
www.crossroadsspicer.com
3400 113th Ave. NE, Spicer
Three miles west of Spicer on County
Road 10 Check us out on Facebook-@
crossroadschurchspicer.

We are a welcoming and
loving congregation!

EVANGELICAL COVENANT
208 Main Street North,
New London

Phone: 320-354-2446

Matt Christiansen, Lead Pastor

Thomas Gregg, Youth Director
www.nlcovchurch.org

On-Site Worship Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School (All Ages) 9:00 a.m.

Wednesdays: Awana, Jr & Sr High Youth Group.

For Upcoming Events and our
Worship via Live Stream,
check our website.

All Are welcome!

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH
310 Medayto Drive, Spicer
Pastor Tim Routh
Pastor Katherine Rood
Phone: (320) 796-2522
office@faithspicer.org
www faithspicer.org
Sundays: 9:00am Service
Wednesdays: 6:00pm Service
God gathers us as a family of Faith
to nurture, inspire and share the love
of Jesus with all people.

GREEN LAKE FREE LUTHERAN
8008 County Road 8, Spicer
Phone: (320) 796-5216
greenlakefreelutheran.org
Pastor Carl Fiskness
Sundays: 7 a.m. Living Hope
Broadcast on KWLM 1340 AM/96.3 FM
(or listen anytime via the website or on
Facebook) 11 a.m. Worship and Sunday
School; Tuesdays: 9:45 a.m. Coffee
Fellowship, 10 a.m. Bible Study.
Hear the word of salvation

and peace for your soul.

THE HARBOR
SPICER FOURSQUARE CHURCH
5608 90th Ave. NE, Spicer
Phone: (320)-796-0427
www.theharbormn.com
Senior Pastor: Jeremy Bulthuis

Worship Service at 10 a.m.
“Church is not a place, but a people.”

HAWICK COMMUNITY CHURCH
15988 232nd Ave NE, Hawick Mn 56273
Pastor Mike McArthur
Sunday’s: Adult Bible study at 8:30 a.m. Bible
based services at 9:30 a.m. followed by coffe
and fellowship. Online service: Facebook
search: Hawick Community Church
Tuesday 6:00 p.m. Men’s bible study
Tuesday 6:00 p.m. Women’s Bible study.
Join us to share the inspired word of God to
the community we serve.

HOPE PRESBYTERIAN
7730 North Shore Dr., Spicer
Rev. Dr. Brian Jones
Phone: (320) 796-2650
hopepres@gmail.com
http://hopechurchspicer.org
Radio Station: KGLH 96.9 FM
Sundays: 9:15 am Fellowship Hour, 10:00
am Worship, Mondays: 10:00 am Coffee &
Conversation, Wednesdays: 5:30 pm Soup
‘n’ Bread Supper, 6:15 pm Lenten Service,
6:15 pm WOW (Word on Wednesday for
Preschool-6th grade), 6:30 pm TAG (Teens &
God for 7th-12th grades), Saturdays: 7:00 pm
Alcoholics Anonymous

LIVING WORD LUTHERAN
(Missouri Synod)
16245 Co. Rd. 9 NE, New London
www.livingwordlutheran.net
Phone: (320) 320-354-4637
David Dauk, Pastor
Sunday: 9 a.m. Sunday School and Bible
Study, 10 a.m. Worship Service
Please check our website for Monthly
Newsletter and for more information about
our church.

NORDLAND LUTHERAN CHURCH
18510 180th Ave. NE, Paynesville
Phone: (320) 276-8283
nordlandlutheranchurch.org
Pastor Mindy Czycalla
Fellowship at 9:30 am and
Worship at 10:30 am
For more info find us on Facebook.
NordlandLutheranChurch

NORWAY LAKE PARISH
EAST NORWAY LAKE LUTHERAN
FIRST LUTHERAN OF NORWAY LAKE
6338 County Road 40 NW, New London

(320) 354-4222 norwaylakeparish.org
Pastor Shari Routh
Sunday, March 22: Lent 5, 8:45am
Worship at First, 9:45am Sunday School
at First, 11am Worship at East, 12pm First
Communion Instruction at East, 2pm Pastor

leads Glen Oaks Worship; Wednesday,

March 25: 9am “Your First Coffee” at First,

10am Newsletter Assembly at First, 1 1am

Strength & Balance Training at First, 5:30pm

Meal served by the Bangor CVII youth at

East, 7pm Midweek Lent 5 Worship at East;
Thursday, March 26: 7am Kandiyohi County

Food Shelf Radio for Relief Event.

OPEN DOOR
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
www.theopendoorcc.com

(320) 292-5995

office@opendoornewlondon.org
Decision Hills Campus
12720 51st St. NE, Spicer
Sunday Church Services
8:45am & 10:30am
Open Door Kids - (PreK-6th)
Wednesdays @ 6PM
For Adult study locations
and times visit
www.theopendoorcc.com
North 40 Campus
516 4th Ave SW, New London
Friday = Recovery  Church:

The Open Door Christian Church app.
Love Jesus Love People
Teach People to Love Jesus

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
100 4th Ave. SW, New London
Phone: (320) 354-2774
www.peacenewlondon.org
Pastors: Todd Mattson &
Linda Lagergren
Deacon: Amanda Randall
Sundays: 9 a.m. Worship Service;
Wednesdays: 6 p.m. Worship Service
ALL ARE WELCOME
Check website for more information.

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
104 Birch St. SE, New London
Phone: (320) 354-4510
Pastor Tony Ferreira
Saturday Bible Study: 9:30 am.
Saturday Church Service: 11 a.m.

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod
19903 56™ Ave NE Atwater
www.stjohnatwater.com
(320) 974-8984
Pastor J. Christian Strickland

Sunday: 9 a.m. Sunday School & Bible

Study, 10 a.m. Worship Service
Please check our website for more
information about our church, various

activities, and past worship service videos.
Please join us in worship and fellowship

7-8:30
p.m; Wednesday Evening Youth (7-
12th) @ 6-8 p.m. Sunday Services are
livestreamed on Facebook, YouTube, &

Mon. Mar. 23 Tues. Mar. 24 Wed. Mar. 25 Thur. Mar. 26 Fri. Mar. 27
Chicken & Dumplings Chicken Broccoli Rice Casserole Meatloaf Diced Turkey & Gravy Potato Crunch Fish Fillet
Green Beans Sliced Carrots Baked Potato Mashed Potatoes Mashed Sweet Potatoes
Diced Pear Cup Gala Apple Broccoli Stuffing Mixed Vegetables
Wheat Bread & Marg. Dinner Roll Applesauce Cup ‘Whole Kernel Comn Wheat Dinner Roll
1% Milk Margarine ‘Wheat Bread Diced Peach Cup Marg. & Tartar Sauce
1% Milk Marg. & Sour Cream Dinner Roll & Margarine 1% Milk
1% Milk 1% Milk
LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS! 320-737-0985

¥ .S;wamf !
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Jared Swart, O\\ ner « New London

AMERICAN FAMILY |
| INSURANCE |

John R. Spaulding, [
Agent EudAE
Hwy 23 NE, Spicer + 320-796- 2803

Willmar New London
320-264-3261 Harvey Anderson 320-354-2211
Clara Cit Belgrade
’ 320-847-}(/3583 & ]Ohnson 320-254?8262
Kerkhoven Paynesville
320-264-3261 FUNERAL HOMES 320-243-3618

A Discombobulated Lenten Season

I didn’t grow up in a church that observed Lent;
we kind of jumped from Christmas to Easter with a
touch of Holy Week preceding. So years ago, when |
transitioned to my current denominational family, the
church year and its seasons were a true gift to me. I
especially have found the Lenten season, beginning
on Ash Wednesday, culminating in Holy Week and
the joys of Resurrection morning, a time for familiar,
patterned spiritual growth. The season offers time for
quiet reflection, generous sharing and intentional self-
sacrifice. These weeks tend to be simple and familiar,
a subdued period for inner growth.

This year, however, my Lenten sensibilities have
been discombobulated. With an Ash Wednesday
snowstorm, we postponed its observance by a week,
so that this time around, we had already worshiped
the First Sunday in Lent before we received ashes. It
was a momentary glitch in my well-laid Lenten plans,
and I was just finding my rhythm again when, due to
another snowstorm, we cancelled last week’s Sunday
worship service.

As I type these words, I am finishing details for
this coming Sunday, and then it will already be Palm/
Passion Sunday, Holy Week and Easter. It’s beginning
to feel like the Lenten season that wasn’t. With the
interruptions of extended cold weather, Spring feels to
be months away, and I’'m feeling the need to reorient
my soul to be well prepared to celebrate Resurrection.

Perhaps you, too, are a bit taken aback that Easter
Sunday is so soon at hand. The good news is that
it’s not too late to refocus and form an intentional
preparation plan.

The three cornerstones of Lenten observance —
prayer, almsgiving and self-denial — can provide some
shape to the next days prior to Easter morning.

Consider a dedicated, daily time to spend with God.
You can pray, meditate and renew your mind while
on your way to work, or on your daily walk, or in the
first moments of day as you drink your favorite hot
beverage. You can use the guidance of a devotional
book or on-line site. Or you can go spiritually “rogue”
and simply make space for some solitude, listening for
Love’s invitations.

PASTOR’S
CORNER

By Pastor Timothy W. Routh

Faith Lutheran, Spicer

Thinking of others by giving to local agencies that
provide resources to those facing challenging times is
another way to open our hearts. Local food shelves
especially can use cash gifts during March because
their “buying power” is increased. It may be good a
time for some spring closet cleaning (my congregation
sponsors a “40 things in 40 days” project, where
participants choose one gently used clothing or
household item per day, collected in a bag, to be
taken to an area service agency). If you’ve been lax in
supporting the faith community you call “home,” this
is a good time to catch up your regular giving.

Your soul will also benefit from a time of intentional
self-discipline. Free yourself from social media for a
day or week or longer, using the regained time for a
walk in nature, or a real face-to-face conversation with
someone you have missed, or by reading a print book.
You can even experiment with intermittent fasting to
see if it might be a benefit to your body. Give yourself
permission to address the grief or the dysfunction you
recognize in your life, finding a good outlet for your
healing.

It’s been an unusual Lenten season thus far for
many of us, but it’s not too late to find some benefit
in these next few days before the “big days” of
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday and
Resurrection Morning. I encourage you to reorient
yourself in these topsy-turvy days. Your future soul
will thank you.

This weekly message is
sponsored by the surrounding
businesses and individuals.

Opinions printed on this page
are not reflective of opinions of
advertisers or LAR.

Call Kristine at 320-212-9379
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- WRates Catering .
Superior

FLADEBOE LAND

Farmland Professionals Since 1978
+Auctions -Listings -Appraisals & More

Featuring:

“Heat & Eat Meals” service for h g
L b

606 4th Ave. SW over 34

New London, MN _ ycare

320-354-2007
“Quality, Quantity and the Quams” —

www.mckalescatering.com

Town & Country Tire
320-796-2138

Computer Wheel Balancing & Alignment
Shocks/Struts + Exhaust * Oil & Lube

Brakes * Tires <o

Tune-Ups coorerTiRes

UNITED
MINNESOTA
BANK

UMB

105 CENTRAL AVENUE
P.O. BOX 289

MEMBER NEW LONDON, MN 56273
(320) 354-2277

Be a sponsor of
Pastor’s'Corner...

Call 354-2945.

Spicer Sports & Marine

Paul Anderson - Sales
See us for Sales, Parts & Service for...
Arctic Cat ATV’s/Snowmobiles + Tracker Boats

& Pontoons, Mercruiser, Mercury and
Yamaha Motors+ Shoremaster Lifts & Docks

320-796-2185

; Perkins
) Lake Region
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Design e Drafting e Estimates
Delivery e Installation

Spicer Willmar
796-2105 S 235-3242

Paul Brian Reller, 67

Paul Brian Reller passed
away at home on March
6, 2026, at the age of 67. A
celebration of life to allow
friends and family to gather
in remembrance will be held
at a future date. In lieu of
donations, the family would
like to suggest you honor
Paul’s memory by spending
time outdoors and caring for
your natural spaces.

Paul Reller was born
on April 20, 1958 in
Minneapolis to Ruth and
Maury Reller. He was one of
six children from their union.
The family moved from the
cities to Eagle Lake during his youth, where he spent much of
his time in the water and enjoying nature. It was there that Paul
met and married Margie Lehman.

Although their relationship did not last, they raised two
incredible daughters, Sara and Johanna, whom they loved
deeply while building a home and working the land together.

Paul spent some time in healthcare providing hospice care to
the community before turning to his passion for craftsmanship
into building willow and cedar furniture. Paul dedicated his life
to the restoration and stewardship of the oak savanna, often
working with the DNR. His work was very hands-on, including
digging out tree stumps by hand, clearing underbrush, and
burns to care for the land; he collected prairie grass and flower
seeds and sowed them by hand. Deer and birds were fed daily
for 40 years. He spent the warmer months tending his vegetable
gardens and growing pumpkins for the deer and sunflowers for
the birds. Over the last 20 years Paul enjoyed the companionship
and love of his partner Teri. She has been compassionate and
steadfast, meeting him where he was at.

In addition to his children, Sara Reller and Johanna (Luis)
Garcia, Paul is survived by his partner, Teri McCarthy; siblings:
Carl Reller, Patricia Reller, Maurine Reller, and Kurt (Missy)
Reller; grandchildren: Natalie and Andrew; step-mother,
Lavonne Reller; as well as many nieces, nephews, cousins, and
other family and friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Ruth and Maury;
and sister, Janet Reller.

\®

Paul Reller

Milo DeGeest, 76

Milo DeGeest, 76, of
New London, died Saturday,
March 14 at Bethesda Grand
in Willmar. His memorial
service will be 11:00 am,
Saturday, April 11 at Harvey
Anderson & Johnson Funeral
Home in Willmar.

Visitation will be one
hour prior to the service.
Arrangements are  with
Harvey Anderson & Johnson
Funeral Home.

Milo DeGeest was born on
March 30, 1949, in Granite
Falls to Emmet and Eleanor
(Yeager) DeGeest. He
attended country school near
Kerkhoven and later graduated from Kerkhoven High School in
1967. Following high school, Milo continued his education at
St. Cloud State University. After completing college, he started
his own construction company.

On October 20, 1973, Milo was united in marriage to
Rebecca Johnson at the DeGeest family farm near Kerkhoven.
The couple lived in Willmar for a few years before settling in
New London, which became their lifelong home.

Milo began his career at Willmar State Hospital and later
worked at WRTC for many years. He then went on to work at
the State of Minnesota with MSOCS in a management role for
38 years, retiring in 2011.

Milo was an active member of MSOC Associated, Pheasants
Forever, and Ducks Unlimited. He enjoyed driving through car
lots, collecting unique rocks, pheasant hunting, fishing, and
gardening, especially tending to his zinnias.

Milo is survived by his wife, Rebecca; his daughters, Billi
(Jon) Rudningen and Emma (Scott) Kramer; his grandchildren,
Lily (Jon) Eiynck, Noah and Emmet Rudningen, and Madison
and Jaxen Kramer; his great-grandchildren, Foster, Savannah,
and Grayson; and his siblings, Barb Provencher and Larry
(Voni) DeGeest.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Emmet and Eleanor
DeGeest, and his brother-in-law, Jay Provencher.

M|Io DeGeest

Dinner theatre to raise funds
for 2027 mission trip

By Ralph Dickerson
Editor

On March 29, at 4 p.m. and
again at 6 p.m. Hope Presby-
terian Church in Spicer hosts
a fundraising Dinner Theatre
called “The Committee Strikes
Again.” The free will offering
dinner theatre serves as a fund-
raiser for the church’s 2027 Be-
lize mission trip.

The flyer for the dinner the-
atre calls the show “a comedic
look at a church committee try-
ing to put on a dinner theater,
only to find themselves remem-
bering all the previous skits that
went wrong.”

The event consists of a

four-course meal, music and,
of course, lots of laughter. To
obtain tickets, visit the church,
call 320.796.2650 or email the
church at hopepres@gmail.com.

Horse, Stock, Cargo,
Flatbed & Dump
Trailers

Boofs ¢

E.HWY 12 « ATTHE STOCKYARDS « WILLMAR
(320) 235-4180

ROGER
BECK

CEMETERY MONUMENTS

AND MARKERS

SW & (I) SERVING YOU SlNC§m£6wpa'
Sunday, March 29, 2026

2:30-6:30pm

Adults $10 - Children (5-12) $6
4 and under Free

ST. FRANCIS DE SALES CATHOLIC CHURCH - BELGRADE, MN

ALL YOU CAN EAT - Dine-In or Take-Out
No BINGO | No Chances | No Raffles | Just good, delightful eating!
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PusLic NOTICES

I

MINUTES
Il

NLS Minutes
Monday, February 9, 2026 -
Regular Meeting
District Conference Room
and via Teleconference 4:30 pm

School Board Regular
Meeting Minutes

1. Convene - Call to order,
Pledge of Allegiance.

The meeting was called to
order by Board Chair Peterson
at 4:30 pm.

Board Members in
Attendance: Mark Peterson,
Darryl Nelson, Del Brouwer,
Laura Nelson, Kristi Barber,
Margo Wookey, Karen Nelson

Others in Attendance: Jamie
Boelter, Pam Harrington, Tricia
Lilleberg, Ryan Tillemans, Mya
Magnuson, James Magnuson,
Matt Dickhausen (MCEA), Bob
Meyer (MCEA)

Attendance via Zoom: Ashley
Elliott, Carla Vagle, Andrew
Regnier, Jenny Marxhausen,
Holly Carlson, Kristine
Lang, Robin DeCathelineau,
Stephanie Slagter, Rebecca
Bellman, Tracy Detloff, Teresa

Depuydt, Kate Sawatzky,
Jennifer Hellickson,
Grace Figueroa-Ghent,
Connie  Swanson, Jacob

Beranek, Josephine Kamm,
LeahZimmerman, Lesley
Burandt, Lisa Sieve, Malibu
Sand, Sarah Goelz, Stacy
Brisendine, Heather Van Beck,
Sabrina Johnson, Cammie
Holmquist, Hannah Hanson,
Troy Vagle, Todd Marxhausen,
Anna Graham, Rachel
Sawatzky, Brea Braegelman

2. Changes to the agenda.

3. Approval of the agenda for
February 9, 2026. (Action)
Motion to approve the agenda
by D. Nelson and seconded by
Brouwer.

Motion carries 7-0.

4. Comments from Vvisitors.
(Comments from visitors must
abide by the criteria set forth
in the Board Meeting Public
Participation Policy 206.)

4.1 Comments from Visitors
Reminder of Expectations

5. Recognition of Visitors, Open
Forum, and Recognitions
5.1 Proud of & Above and
Beyond

6. Approval of the Consent
Agenda (Action)

6.1 Approval of Minutes from

January 12, 2026 School

Board Meeting

6.2 Approval of

February Bills

6.3 Approval of Omnibus
Motion to approve the
Consent Agenda by K. Nelson
and seconded by L. Nelson.
Motion carries 7-0.

January/

7. ltems Removed from
the Consent Agenda for
Consideration

8. Reports & Presentations
8.1 Buildings and Grounds
Update (Standing Item)
8.1.1 Weight Room Tour with
Ryan Tillemans

8.2 LCER Recap - Tricia
Lilleberg
8.3 Community Education

Advisory Committee Update

8.4 District Advisory Committee
Update

8.5 MSBA
Conference Update
8.6 Educational
Update

8.7 Labor and Transportation
Update

8.8 Finance Committee Update
8.9 Administrative Notes to the
Board

9. Communications/Marketing &
Stakeholder Engagement
9.1 Board Committee
Assignments

Leadership

Foundation

10. Facilities & Finance
10.1 Enrollment #s as of
February 6, 2026 (Standing
ltem)
10.2 Business Manager Update
- Pam Harrington
10.3 Ehlers: 2016A Refunding
Presentation

11. Technology

12. Student Achievement &
Student Support
12.1 Strategic Plan Update
(Standing Item)

13. Workforce

14. Next School Board Meeting:
School Board Regular Meeting -
Monday, March 9, 2026 at 4:30
p.m. in the District Conference
Room and via Teleconference

15. Future Topics: PLT Updates

(Ongoing),  Strategic  Plan
Update (Ongoing), Enroliment
(Ongoing), Referendum

Spending Update, MCA Science
Score Discussion, Cell Phone
Usage Feedback by Building,
MSBA/MASA Day at the Capitol
(March 9)

16. Adjournment (Action)
Motion to approve
Adjournment by Brouwer and
seconded by Barber. Motion
carries 7-0.

Respectfully submitted by:
Laura Nelson, Clerk

(Published on March 21, 2026)
T

NorTICE
T

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE
FORECLOSURE SALE

DATE: March 10, 2026

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that default
has occurred in the conditions
of the following described
Mortgage:

INFORMATION REGARDING
MORTGAGE TO BE
FORECLOSED

1. Date of Mortgage: September
30, 2020

2. Mortgagors:
Stegeman, an
individual

Gregory J.
unmarried

3. Mortgagees: Co-op Credit
Union of Montevideo

4. Recording Information:
Recorded on October 6, 2020,
as Document Number 670664,
in the Office of the County
Recorder of Kandiyohi County,
Minnesota

5. Assignments of Mortgage, if
any: N/A

INFORMATION REGARDING
MORTGAGED PREMISES

SIBLEY STATE PARK PROGRAMS

(800 Sibley Park Rd NE, New LonpoN, MN 56273)

Come explore the exciting world of tracks and other signs animals leave be-
hind. The park is home to a variety of wildlife and many of them have unique
feet that help us figure out how they live their lives.

We’ll make an air-dry clay model of a track to take home. While they dry,
we’ll explore the unique qualities of the animals in the park by looking at
their furs, skulls, and, of course, their feet!

‘We’ll be meeting at the Interpretive Classroom located in the downstairs area
of the Interpretive Center - Also known as the Trail Center.

Whose tracks
are these?

Saturday, March 21
1 p.m. to 1:45 p.m.

Afternoon
Hike

Saturday, March 28
1 p.m.to 1:45 p.m.

The park is home to unique environments and the plants and animals that call
them home. Come explore these environments and what makes them special
as we hike the Pondview Interpretive Trail.

We will be meeting at the Sibley Interpretive Center. The trail is a 0.7-mile
loop with a maximum grade of 7 percent over 190ft.

For more events and details search for Sibley State Park at
www.dnr.state.mn.us

mc\ DEPARTMENT OF
Y/ NATURAL RESOURCES

6. Tax parcel identification
number of the mortgaged
premises: 95-690-1530

7. Legal description of the
mortgaged premises: Lot 3
and part of Lot 2 of Block 8 in
Ramblewood Addition to the
City of Willmar, the part of Lot
2 being herein described as
follows, to-wit: Commencing
at a point on the North line
of said Lot 2, which is distant
Westerly 3 feet from the
Northeasterly corner thereof;
thence Southwesterly at right
angles to said North line a
distance of 60 feet, thence
Southerly to a point 7 feet
West of the Southeast corner
of said Lot 2; thence Easterly
on the South line of said Lot
2 to the Southeast corner
thereof; thence Northerly on
the East line of said Lot 2
to the Northeasterly corner
thereof; thence Westerly on
the North line of said Lot 2
a distance of 3 feet to the
point of beginning, Kandiyohi
County, Minnesota.

8. The physical street address,
cityy and zip code of the
mortgaged  premises: 1237
Ramblewood Ave SW, Willmar,
MN 56201

OTHER FORECLOSURE DATA

9. The person holding the
Mortgage: is not a transaction
agent, as defined by Minn. Stat.
58.02, subd. 30.

The name(s) of the residential
mortgage servicer and the
lender or broker, as defined
in Minn. Stat. 58.02, is Co-op
Credit Union of Montevideo.

10. If stated on the Mortgage,
the name of the mortgage
originator, as defined in Minn.
Stat. 58.02, is Co-op Credit
Union of Montevideo.

INFORMATION REGARDING
FORECLOSURE

11. The requisites of Minn. Stat.
580.02 have been satisfied.

12. The original principal amount
secured by the Mortgage was
$96,000.00.

13. At the date of this notice the
amount due on the Mortgage,
including taxes, if any, paid by
the holder of the Mortgage, is:
$90,655.79.

14. Pursuant to the power
of sale in the Mortgage, the
Mortgage will be foreclosed, and
the mortgaged premises will be
sold by the Sheriff of Kandiyohi
County, Minnesota, at public
auction on May 5, 2026, at 10:00
a.m.., at the Kandiyohi County
Sheriff’s Office, 2201 NE 23rd
Street, Suite 101, Willmar, MN
56201.

15. The time allowed by law
for redemption by Mortgagor
or Mortgagor’s personal
representatives or assigns is 6
months after the date of sale.

16. Minn. Stat. 580.04(b)
provides, “If the real estate is
an owner-occupied, single-
family dwelling, the notice
must also specify the date on
or before which the mortgagor
must vacate the property if the
mortgage is not reinstated under
section 580.30 or the property
redeemed under section
580.23.” If this statute applies,
the time to vacate the property
is 11:59 p.m. on November 5,
2026.

THE TIME ALLOWED BY
LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY

THE MORTGAGOR, THE
MORTGAGOR’S PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES OR

ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED
TOFIVEWEEKS IFAJUDICIAL
ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER

MINNESOTA STATUTES,
SECTION 582.032,
DETERMINING, AMONG

OTHER THINGS, THAT THE

MORTGAGED PREMISES
ARE IMPROVED WITH A
RESIDENTIAL DWELLING
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS,
ARE NOT PROPERTY
USED IN AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCTION, AND ARE
ABANDONED.

Name and address of

Attorney for Mortgagee or
Mortgage Assignee:

Elizabeth Bloom of the firm of
Nelson Oyen Torvik PLLP

221 North 1st Street
Montevideo, MN 56265

Name of Mortgagee or
Mortgage Assignee:
Co-op Credit Union of
Montevideo

(Published on
March 21 & 28,
April 4, 11, 18 & 25, 2026)

Important Information
Regarding
Property Assessments
**This may affect your 2027
property taxes***

The Board of Appeal and
Equalization for the City
of Kandiyohi in Kandiyohi

County, Minnesota, will meet
from 6:00 to 6:30 p.m. on
Monday April 13th, 2026,
at the Kandiyohi City Hall/
Civic Center 432 Atlantic Ave
Kandiyohi, MN 56251. The
purpose of this meeting is to
determine  whether property
in the jurisdiction has been
properly valued and classified
by the assessor.

If you believe the value or
classification of your property
is incorrect, please contact your
assessor’s office to discuss your
concerns. If you disagree with
the valuation or classification
after discussing it with your
assessor, you may appear
before the local Board of Appeal
and Equalization. The board will
review your assessments and
make corrections as needed.
Generally, you must appeal to
the local board before appealing
to the county Board of Appeal
and Equalization

Given under my hand this
12th Day of February 2026,
Julie Woltjer, MCMC
Clerk/Treasurer

(Published on
March 21 & 28, 2026)

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
REGARDING PROPERTY
ASSESSMENTS

Notice is hereby given, That the
Board of Appeal and Equalization
of the City of New London in
Kandiyohi County, Minnesota,
will meet 5:30 - 6:00 p.m. on
Wednesday April 8, 2026, at the
New London City Hall, 10 Ash
Street S.E. The purpose of this
meeting is to determine whether
property in the jurisdiction
has been properly valued and
classified by the assessor.
If you believe the value or
classification of your property
is incorrect, please contact your
assessor’s office to discuss your
concerns. If you disagree with
the valuation or classification
after discussing it with your
assessor, you may appear
before the local Board of Appeal
and Equalization. The board will
review your assessments and
make corrections as needed.
Generally, you must appeal to
the local board before appealing
to the county Board of Appeal
and Equalization.

Emily Thielen
Clerk-Treasurer of the City of
New London

(Published on
March 14 & 21, 2026)

IRVING TOWNSHIP
Important Information
Regarding Property
Assessments
***This may affect your 2027
property taxes***

The Board of Appeal and
Equalization for the Township
of Irving in Kandiyohi County,
Minnesota, will meet from 10:30
to 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday April
7th, 2026, at the Irving Town
Hall. The purpose of this meeting
is to determine whether property
in the jurisdiction has been
properly valued and classified
by the assessor.

If you believe the value or
classification of your property
is incorrect, please contact your
assessor’s office to discuss your
concerns. If you disagree with
the valuation or classification
after discussing it with your
assessor, you may appear
before the local Board of Appeal
and Equalization. The board will
review your assessments and
make corrections as needed.
Generally, you must appeal to
the local board before appealing
to the county Board of Appeal
and Equalization.

Donnel Williamson
Irving Township Clerk\

(Published on
March 21 & 28, 2026)

GRANDVIEW €VENT RENTALS

TENTS, TABLES, CHAIRS, AND MORE!!!

CALL MIKE 320-492-4036
OR €MAIL mike.grandview@qmail.com

Meet Hestia, a lovely 2.5yr old shepherd

mix with a gentle heart and a playful spirit!

This sweet girl can be a little shy when meet-

ing new people, but once she warms up, her
affectionate personality really shines. Hestia
loves snacks (who doesn’t?) and will happily
show off her playful side when toys are involved.
Whether it's a game of toss or just carrying her
favorite toy around, she’s always ready for a little
fun. She does decently well with other dogs, but
since every friendship is different, we'd love for
any potential canine siblings to have a dog date
with Hestia first, just to make sure it’s a perfect
match! If you're looking for a sweet, playful
companion who just needs a little patience to
blossom, Hestia might be the girl for you. Come
meet Hestia and see if she’s the missing piece
of your family!

Hawk Creek Animal Shelter
Box 709, 250 28th St SW
Willmar, MN 56201
320-235-7612
Hours: Tues - Fri 12-6, Sat & Sun 12-4,
Closed Mondays and major holidays

Sponsored by the ,
Spicer American Legion Auxiliary

L BREAKFAST SPECIALS 2

Available Monday through Friday 7-11

Hhastiongd ol e

Hours: Mon-Sat: 7am-2pm

Sun 7am-1:30pm
4. Breakfast Sandwich
1. Two Pancakes or Two pieces of

with Hashbrownfn $11.95

5. 1/2 Eggs Benedict with

French Toast w/t d hasbrowns
i gt $ 14545 - 511.95
- 6. 1/2 Biscuit and
2. Corned Beef Hash with
Gravy, One Egg and
Two Eggs and Toast....571.95 Has‘;lybrownsgg.....f/ 1.95

3. Sausage & Cheese Omelet with
Hashbrowns and toast or Small Pancake....$77.95

: 142 Lake Ave N Spicer, MIN 56288 * (320) 796-5355

ACCLAIMED FURNITURE

CBeautﬁuf Furniture for fvery Room!

Hwy 55 Paynesville | 320-243-3806

A-00824-003

New Eondon
American Legion |98

el

Full Menu

Sat, Mar 21 - 6-10pm At

Cusrom ot

Thurs, Mar 26 - 6-10pm |
THIRSTY THURSDAY KARAOKE W/
1 THE BEACHES

MONDAY $12
Beef Commercial
TUESDAY  $12
Homemade Hot Dish (Varies Weekly)
WEDNESDAY $12
Steak Night
8oz. Sirloin with side
8oz. Ribeye with side - Market Price.
Add salad bar to both steaks for $6.00.

| Sat Mar 28 | THURSDAY $13 /

il Grilled or Battered Walleye w/Side

i 7‘7&@@ BINGO - 11-1 FRIDAY

1l Doors open at 10am Chef’s Special
SATURDAY

ndler Ve

Mexican Night (Varies Weekly)

*salad bar can be added wjspecials for $5
Available Tues-Sat 5-9pm

6 Game Pull Tabs and E-Tabs Open

:M-Th: 3pm-12am * Fri-Sat: 12
Meat Raffles every Mon & Sat - 5:30pm (S ORI N R P © L P P

Happy Hour Mon-Fri 4-6pm

Check out our website for more information!

www.newlondonlegion.com « 320-354-2

284

Dinner
Spe'cials

MONDAY 120z Ribeye
TUESDAY All-You-Can-Eat

: Broasted Chicken \ |
WEDNESDAY - walleye INJOURWEIEESTIKARAOKECONTEST!]
T 10 107 CHOBI
| THURSDAY  Beef Commercial all day FINALSONIAPRILSIOTH,
FRIDAY All-You-Can-Eat Cod « WINNER MOVES 0N T0 SEM-FINKLS I JuLy
SATURDAY All-You-Can-Eat Ribs [ VAR CHES |
i Beef Commercials Available Every Day! ToA=12P

y . — SEE”I.:ACEHUDK
e P s __FOR MORE INFO

Hours: Ilam-Close mox-THURs/Ilam-lam FRI-SaT

EASTIERIECCRm
Hur

ORDER BY
Tues, Mar 24"
PICKUP
Thurs, Mar 26™

- YOUR CHOICE OF -

Roasted Chicken
with Mashed Potatoes/Gravy,

Country Blend Vegetables & Roll $13

HOMEMADE
SOUP:

Chicken Wild Rice
Pint $7 - Quart $13

Shrimp Fettucine Alfredo
with Broccoli and Breadsticks $14

Goulash
with Tossed Salad & Roll $11

HOMEMADE

Chicken Strawberry Romaine Salad Becterr

with Poppyseed Dressing & Breadsticks $13
— Plan Ahead: Heat & Eat Sasioy Dinners

Chicken Cordon Bleu w/White Wine Sauce or
Baked Ham (Individual or Bulk Meals)

Brownie Supreme Pie
Slice $4 - Whole $20

606 4th Ave SW, New London ¢ 320-354-2007 mckalescatering.com
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CONSTRUCTION...

Uniquely Built for You
*Additions *New Homes *Remodeling *Commercial
Charles Groff, owner - Spicer, MN

320-894-6254

www.charlesconstructionllc.com

CONCRETE ELECTRIC ‘"YourR AD HERE

All Types of Flat Work
Concrete Stamping & Staining
Driveway Sealing

Epoxy Coating
Concrete Polishing
ICF Basements & Foundations

Dock & YARD

MIKE’S

. gI]m:k & Yard Services 2.0, lnc.m

320-796-5481
Dock & Lift Service with Barge
Mowing « Weed & Feed
UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

Tree & Stump work * Pressure Washing

PORTA=DOCK

AUTHORIZED DEALER for Docks and Boatlifts

KEVIN WELSH
CONSTRUCTION

- Additions - New Homes

Decks - Siding - Windows - Doors
Roofing - Flooring - Cabinets

Licensed & Tnsured 30+ years Experience  Spicer, MN
20-796-6840 - 320-220-1885

Licensed,

FREE

Estimates

ELECTRIC:

Mike Mueller, owner Fast Economical Service

320-354-5167 320-220-1710

Farm - Home - Commercial

FIREARMS

CONSTRUCTION

ROOFING - EXTERIORS
JOHN STONE | SPICER, MN

320-444-8025
Lic. BC709828

NEED A RELIABLE ELECTRICIAN?| | Get Your Name Out!

With an ad in our
Business Directory

Local. Licensed. Dependable.

320-212-3711

INSURANCE

CODE4

Locally Owned & Operated

320-796-4444
ONE-STOP codedguns@gmail.com

SUPPHESSBH SHBP Hwy 23 N e Spicer

Gun Sales, Gifts, FFL Transfers, Conceal & Carry Classes

/I’ Jennifer Renstrom

Lake Region ™"

INSURANCE AGENCY

Offering all lines of
Personal & Business Insurance

Ryan Schwartz
AGENT

New London
320-354-2021
www.lakeregionagency.com

INSURANCE

AUTO * HOME ¢ BUSINESS ® HEALTH
MEDICARE ADVANTAGE AND

SUPPLEMENT PLANS ¢
WE COVER ALL OF YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS

LIESER

INSURANCE AGENCY

MAIN STREET NEW LONDON

Trudie Lieser
Agent

Cole Lieser
Agent

Gina Lieser
Agent

320-354-7234 | 26 MAIN STRFFT. NFW I ONDON

Q:Q

| see more than a bundle.

Melissa Radel, Agent
New London, MN 56273
Paynesville, MN 56362
Bus: 320-354-2266
melissa@melissaradel.com

While other insurers just see your home and
car as a bundle or a combo deal, | take the
time to see what they mean to you and give
them the protection they deserve.

LET'S TALK TODAY.

oo StateFarm’

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Fire and
Casualty Company, Bloomington, IL

1706808

KENNEL

North Country Kennels, LLC

:gl}ueyomaéyamtdmm%ewm@/

Mark and Ann Ranney
11014 240th Ave NE
New London, MN 56273
(320) 979-6642
ranneymf@gmail.com
northcountrykennelsnl.com

LuMBER

Quality Products & Dependable Service!

MONSON LUMBER GOMPANY

New Homes ¢ Remodeling ¢« Additions e Garages

Post-Frame Building e Delivery Service

3202768329 Eg ThermoTech
320-354-2370 P Wdousoud Do

Jeff Monson & Richard Rooney, Owners
15817 232nd Ave. NE, Hawick  Open 7 am.- 5 p.m. Weekdays, 7 a.m. - Noon on Saturday

PETROLEUM SERVICES

Perkins
Lake Region

Lumber

Quality at work for you.

Design * Drafting * Estimates
Delivery ¢ Installation

Willmar
235-3242

Spicer

796-2105 Since 1938

) GUITARS & SERVICE

320-235-6820 | 1611 15th St. SE

(Behind Pizza Ranch)

PLuMBING/HEATING/AC

DOOLEY'S

See us for ail your PETROLEUM NEEDS!!
Propane, Gasoline, Diesel

Murdock 320-875-2641
Willmar 320-235-5200

Clara City 320-847-2438
Litchfield 320-693-2411

Friendly Service and Competitive Pricing!

PRINTING

* Copies: B&W + Color
* Business Cards

* Envelopes & Forms

* Signs, Posters, Banners
* Wedding & Graduation
* Holiday Cards

* Rubber Stamps

* Blueprints & MORE!

101 5th Street SW ¢ Willmar
westcentralprinting@gmail.com

320.235.7949 * westcentralprinting.com

SEPTIC

o

SEPTIC PUMPING & DRAIN CLEANING
LICENSED - INSURED * BONDED

320-354-0108

6298 Co Rd 40 NE
New London, MN 56273

efficientseptic@hotmail.com
www.efficientseptic.com

JOHNSON'S

PLUMBING, HEATING
‘I’ & AIR CONDITIONING %
) | —————— ) |

~ 320-796-3039

www.johnsonsheatingandplumbing.com

320-905-6306

lironee #PMNARNAN

* NEW CONSTRUCTION
 REMODEL

* DRAIN CLEANING

o WATER HEATERS

* SERVICE WORK

e Commercial
o Residential
o New & Old

¢0
'\c(’/ﬂs SO‘O’

W

WV of
e

320

REAL ESTATE CO

612.462.4155
scottymartens@icloud.com

i

Residential « Cabins * Investment Property & Commercial

TREE SERVICE

CROW’S NEST &\
TREE SERVICE

~3 lr | Vi | 1L -3 | 1‘ C | je

’977'\ [ ' 'waV I HjNntel [ A “"‘” I
Ben Bradford, Owner

\Spicer, MN - 320-21 2-3292/

4 ”apid Full service
- ”ESFDI'IEE: Heating,

- > AC, Plumbing &
_HLE';TJ.MED'I.\!E Trenchless Sewer

(320) 354-2281  Replacement

SERUVING NEW LONDON AND SURROUNDING AREAS

POV = jn |

EARL SSJAYME . KELLY
‘YourR AD HERE

320-354-5494

NEWLONDONRE.COM

Get Your Name Out!
With an ad in our

Business Directory

TREE REMOVAL
& TRIMMING

Free Estimates
eInsured
PH 320-894-2691
—
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OFFICE: 106 Norwood SI. SW. New London. MN 56273
MAIL TO: P.0. Box 838. New London. MN 56273
EMAIL: sales@nlslakesareareview.com

OFFICE HOURS:M-Th 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
OFFICE PHONE:(320) 354-2945

..nnu|||||||||I|I||I|I||||||||||||||||

Word Ad Lakes Area Review 3"‘ week Lakes Area Review
. $15 for 20 words or less. 25¢ for each Average Circulation: 6,500
Deadlines additional word. 2nd week at same Free local circulation, weekly CALL ANN
12:00 pm Wednesday price. 3rd week free. publication published every TO PLACE YOUR
Monday. Direct mail by the U.S.
Display Ad Lost Found or Giveaway Post Office. AD TODAY!
Deadli FOUND -1 week free.
e€adlines LOST & GIVEAWAY - regular rate. Policies
12:00 pm Wednesday Contact us for Please read your ad on the first (320)2] 2-2615
) combination day. If you see an error, the
rates. . .
Review will re-run your ad
"SR \ D\ correctly.

b aiea | | CotymugA oDt
Enough Fiber — Affordable housing available in Spicer —

in Your Work Day? o Comfortable/Spacious 1 BR wW/appliances

o Maint. free living « Keyed Entry
o On-site Laundry & Community Room

AGE 55+ WORKERS NEEDED for PT light custodial work at
Sibley State Park apply online at www.greenviewmn.com or Contact
Green View 651-639-1913

Sign up today and
get a $100 gift card!*

*Terms and conditions apply

Professionally Managed by North Star Management
1-320-796-3020 or TDD 1-800-627-3529

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider”
Rent based on income.

&

NOW HIRING - Full-Time Positions (Spicer, MN) Mike’s
Dock & Yard Services 2.0 is hiring for Yard Maintenance and
Dock Work positions this spring.

Experience preferred but not required. Must have a good atti-
tude and be willing to learn. Call 320-796-5481 for details or

to apply.

lv Audien Hearing

The World’s First Hearing Aids Gllannell Gentral, Inc.

Heating, Cooling, Metal Fabrication
1950 Trott Avenue SW, Willmar, MN
Office: (320) 235-2151 « Fax: (320) 235-5874
www.facebook.com/chappellcentral
www.chappellcentral.com

With Touchscreen Controls.

Atom X

SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER (DCD FOCUS), NEW
LONDON-SPICER SCHOOLS. Difficult professional work
teaching students with disabilities in a Resource Room and/or
general education setting; serving as Case Manager for students,
and related work as apparent/assigned. Developmental Cognitive
Delay (DCD) focus in the Middle School. FT, $51,974 - $84K
annually + Benefits, DOE. MN Teaching License Required.
Open Until Filled. Start August 2026. For more info, and to
apply, visit: nls.k12.mn.us/employment

No tiny buttons. No apps.
No prescriptions.

Call 833-647-3293
to get your 45-day risk free trial.

SUBSCRIBE

send payment to Lakes Area Review
PO Box 838,

New London, MN 56273
Lakes Area Review accepts payment by
check or money order

email your subscription request to:
graphics@nlslakesareareview.com

I.

* single copies 75¢
* $42 in Kandiyohi County
* $48 other counties in MN
* $59 out-of-state

Paul K/megm

Residential & Commercial Sales
& Service Representative
320.235.8982 (Direct)
320.212.9707(Cell)
pkrueger@chappellcentral.com

Tim Do*m%
Residential Sales Representative
320.235.8988 (Direct)
320.212.9723 (Cell)
tdorry@chappellcentral.com

SPECIAL ED. PARAPROFESSIONAL (PREK-GRADE
12), NEW LONDON-SPICER SCHOOLS. Performs
intermediate human support work monitoring students’ academic
and behavior Individualized Education Plans (IEPs), and related
work as apparent/assigned. Typical Hours 7:45 am to 3:15 pm,
with slight variations per building. Contract is 171 Days per
year. $17.59/hour + Benefits. Open Until Filled, Start ASAP.
For more info, and to apply, visit: nls.k12.mn.us/employment

Get the whole enchilada for the price of beans
with a classified from Lakes Area Review!

CUSTODIAN (FT AND PT AVAILABLE), NEW LONDON-
SPICER SCHOOLS. Performs manual work cleaning District
facilities, and related work as apparent or assigned. M-F, 3 to 11:30
pm (FT) -or- M, W, F 3 to 11:30 pm (PT) -or- T, Th 3 to 11:30 pm
(PT). Drivers license required. $17.59/hour per (+ benefits). Open
Until Filled. Start ASAP.

HoME FOR RENT

HOME FOR RENT -1 BR, 1 BA on Co Rd 148 New London.
New appliances. Storage shed. No pets. $900/month. 320-979-
3088.

SERVICES

ALTERATIONS BY STEPHANIE - Full service alterations
in the NLS area. Formal to casual. Appointment only - call cell
507-398-4229

Call Ann today!
320-212-2615
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DIRTY JOBS & THEY’RE DONE DIRT CHEAP- Pressure
washing. Stump removal. Tree trimming & removal. And any
other dirty things you can think of! 402-802-2174

A+ PAINTING, INC. apluspaintingmn.com. A+ Roof Coatings,
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Free Premium Movie Channels
for 3 Months = ) romeraomwenses wm Aplusroofcoatings.com. Call Danny 320-492-8264
) R aish '$300  LIMITED TIME OFFER!
' Now: .. heceiveuptoa
a0 it Gart EMPLOYMENT
Lakes Area Review is your connection to two great Minnesota advertising
networks. Try our Display Ad Network or our Classified Ad Network. Both
reach huge audiences, at a reasonable
cost and zero hassle. CALL US AT: 320-354-2945.
I TESPZYWLSNRVNTTGYHLD
ACIIWECNSAWETNTAMUTIGE
S TMGERDRAGEBS ANTITTIZEZO ~ STATEWIDE ADS ONLY $279 _T :10) ¢ -zl BS!A!F!EEST!EI !P:I!_
PUWNMNX TIE S c c EaX Z6D W N WeIv M M ' class"led nd"erIISIng ALL 19708 MOTOliCYCLES North  America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
P ERIIT ZEFEFAET UVLSE LMGNTXIXTD N s Tnal is Ensv Running or not. Titled or not. Will pick Comprehensive  lifetime  warranty.
G DY B MBR®RBND PN XSTVIAE MAACXYP up. Cash in exchange. Sell now before  Top-of-the-line installation and ser-
prices fall. Call Dan at 612/720-2142  vice. Now featuring our FREE shower
NB ZBFEVEN Ca0 DG "NaG X A P ZAD The Minnesota Classified _— package and $1,600 off for a
o WE BUY HOUSES limited time! Call today! Financing
I D6 UGS E DNGAVLEA URSG C R HALA Advertising Network for cash AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. available. Call Safe Step 833/966-3882
T CCEWR Z H L AAIEARYE 0 A S D VASASAS Any condition. Easy three step _—
S U YU 0 I4F DA0VInD A8 ZPaA/TA E Make an impact with your | process: Call, get cash offer and get GET A BREAK
advert|s|ng dollar with paid. Get your fair cash offer today by ON YOUR TAXES!
U ARANSLT ¥ FAT W B AWM “Ng 0-NSLA0 D (6 classified advertising that calling Liz Buys Houses: 844/978-0683 Donate your car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and  visually
DR TNRLNURE @7V U U NSUEEAEFSarts i & reaches over TMILLION m impaired. Arrange a swift, no-cost
E X G V'R I ThE D E P EALFEAIFTA0 U U U c A R S READERS SATELLITE TV + INTERNET! vehicle pickup and secure a generous
ZTATI CIN T TPSFSCALAASYP R I U P o Get Dish! Free install, free HD-DVR  tax credit for 2025. Call Heritage for
H 0 M EETDN Z ENF HATZN20P R P W C A Junk cars in your o >N upgrade’. Ag(),()()()A on-demand movies, the Blind Today at 844/220-9501 today!
ewide Classi™ plus limited time wup to $600 R ——
PZVAWGMGRRTIALAYIT I HHZAL front yard? Your newspaper In gift cards. Call today! 855/562-4309 DON’T LET THE STAIRS
. y . - —_— LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
STOERETEIENTG M F D WADANTT I 2 6 IV B Christy’s Auto Wrecking representative can CHOOSE EARTHLINK FIBER  Discover the ideal solution for anyone
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NLS falters

GIRLS

BASKETBALL

By Bruce Strand

Sports Reporter

No matter how well you
play otherwise in a basketball
game, you might lose anyway
if you just can’t put the ball in
the basket.

That was the case for New
London-Spicer as the Wild-
cats capped a terrific season
with losses in the semifinals
and third-place games at the
state tournament.

“It hurts, of course. The girls
were believing in themselves,
and they were very prepared,”
coach Mike Dreier said. “We
just couldn’t buy a basket.
Why that is, who knows.
We’ve been a good shooting
team.”

The Wildcat lost to Duluth
Marshall 71-56 on Friday eve-
ning at Williams Arena, drop-
ping them into the third place
game, which they lost to Per-
ham 66-52 at Concordia-St.
Paul.

“We just didn’t shoot at all.
The girls deserved a better
ending than that. They gave
everything they had.”

NLS out-rebounded Marshall
by 20 and Perham by 10 but
scored more than 20 points be-
low their average. Of course,
good defense by state tourna-
ment opponents had some-
thing to do with that. NLS also
gave up more turnovers than
usual.

The Wildcats were 12-for-58
on 3-pointers in the tourna-
ment, although they were able
to beat Minnehaha Academy

Senior Ayla Caskey, top left, one of five NLS seniors ending their careers in the state tournament, drives against Duluth Marshall

Photo by Bruce Strand

Korbin Tanner tallied 47 points in three games and made the all-tournament team.

without a single 3-pointer.
They just had one good stretch
from outside the arc, making
six in the second half against
Duluth Marshall. Against Per-
ham they were 4-for-23 from
long range while trying to
catch up.

Thrillers against Fairmont
in the section finals and Min-
nehaha at state lifted NLS to
30-1 and wound up being the
season highlights and last two
wins. They finished 30-3, and
made the final four at state.
“We had a really good sea-
son,” Dreier said.

The Wildcats had four senior
starters — Ayla Caskey, Tay-
lor Munsch, Katelyn Delzer,

and Roxanne Klein — and a
fifth senior off the bench, Ad-
dison Peltier.

“They were the cornerstone
of the team,” Dreier said,
asked to comment on the se-
nior group. “They led us all
year. They set the tone. They
showed up to practice every
day and worked hard. They set
an example for the younger
kids, and with positive re-
sults.”

The fifth starter, Korbin Tan-
ner, 6-foot-2 freshman post,
was a bright spot for the Wild-
cats, battling double teams to
score 46 points in three games,
while snagging 32 rebounds,
earning a spot on the 10-play-

er All-Tournament Team.

D-M 71, NLS 56

The Wildcats had a hor-
rible start against Duluth Mar-
shall, falling behind 18-3 with
frigid shooting and a batch of
turnovers. They closed to a re-
spectable 30-23 at the half and
got within five points twice in
the second half. But they fell
back again, never able to catch
fire as they finished 18-for-67
on field goals.

NLS dominated rebounds
54-34, which alone would
win most games, but suffered
a 10-18 turnover deficit in ad-
dition to the poor shooting. It
was the only game all season
the opponent had a turnover

man Korbin Tanner, top right, totaled 29 points, 18 rebounds, two assists, three steals and a block in the tournament.

advantage.

Marshall’s  super  soph
Chloe Johnson was good as
advertised with 36 points and
12 rebounds. Fouled 13 times,
she cashed 14 of 19 free shots.
Morgan Lucero snipped for 12
points on three-pointers and
Cairin Berger had 11 points
and four steals.

For NLS, Korbin Tanner
battled for 20 points and 13
rebounds, shooting 7-for-18
and 5-for-8. Taylor Munsch
had 10 points, going 3-for-9
on three’s. Tanner and Munsch
both fouled out. Ayla Caskey,
shooting 2-for-17, had nine
points.

NLS ..ovvvveecnennes 23 33 —56
DM.....eveueee 3041 —-171

New London-Spicer Statis-
tics — 18-67 FG (8-27 3FG),
12-21 FT, 54 rebounds,
18 turnovers, 19 fouls ....
Scoring: Taylor Munsch 10
(6r, 3a, 3s), Ayla Caskey 9
(4r, 4a, 3s), Korbin Tanner
20 (13r, 1a), Katelyn Delzer
3 (6r, 1a), Roxanne Klein
6 (6r), Paycen Rutgers 5
(4r, 3a, 1s), Ezri Boelter 0
(3r), Kyla Vick 0 (1r), Addi-
son Peltier 3 (1r), Brooke
Barney 0 (1r), Harper OI-
ness 0 (1s) .... 3-pointers:
Munsch 3-12, Caskey 2-10,
Tanner 1-1, Rutgers 1-4,
Peltier 1-1.

Duluth Marshall Statistics
—21-50 FG (9-26 3FQG),
20-27 FT, 34 rebounds,
10 turnovers, 16 fouls ...
Scoring: Candice Ndomb
6, Cairin Berger 11, Chloe
Johnson 36, Morgan Lu-
cero 12, Melanie Carlson 6
... 3-pointers: Lucero 4-8,
Johnson 2-4, Ndomb 1-7,
Berger 1-7, Carlson 1-2.

S W W

state after opening win; finish 4th

Perham 66, NLS 52

Perham, one of the state’s
best 3-point shooting teams,
sank 11 of 29 while NLS
struggled at 4-for-23, the dif-
ference in the game.

NLS had a 39-29 rebound
edge but trailed the whole
game except for a brief early
lead. Taylor Munch netted 12
points, Korbin Tanner nine,
and Roxanne Klein and Kate-
lyn Delzer eight each. Klein
snagged 11 rebounds.

Regan Hemberger sank 21
points on seven treys for the
Yellowjackets. Lauren Gjerde

had 16 points on 8-for-9
shooting.
Perham ............. 27 39 — 66

NLS ..cvviennene 23 29 — 52

Perham Statistics — 25-57
FG (11-29 3FG), 5-10 FT,
29 rebounds, 12 turnovers,
9 fouls ... Scoring: Ashtyn
Kunza 12 (5r, 3a), Kaia An-
derson 12 (6r, 12a), Sophia
Nelson 2, Lauren Gjerde
16, Regan Hemberger 21,
Claire Pilgrim 2, Olivia Phil-
lips 1 ... 3-pointers: Kunza
2-3, Anderson 2-5, Hem-
berger 7-16.

New London-Spicer Sta-
tistics —21-64 FG (4-23
3FG), 6-9 FT, 39 rebounds,
12 turnovers, 13 fouls ....
Scoring: Taylor Munsch 12
(8r, 5a, 2s), Ayla Caskey 4
(2r, 1s), Korbin Tanner 9 (5r,
1a, 3s, 1b), Katelyn Delzer
8 (4r, 1s), Roxanne Klein 8
(11r, 1a, 1s), Ezri Boelter 0
(1r, 1s), Paycen Rutgers 8
(6r, 1a, 1s), Kyla Vick 3 (1r),
Evalyn Swenson 0 (1r) ...
3-pointers: Munsch 2-8,
Tanner 1-1, Vick 1-4.

*Box score key: r, rebounds;
a, assists; s, steals; b, blocks.

Photo crdits SmungIg

. For the tournament, Caskey totaled 13 points, six rebounds, four assists and four steals. Fresh-

NLS girls JV hoops went 24-2

JV BASKETBALL

By Bruce Strand
Sports Reporter

The New London-Spicer junior varsity
girls basketball team posted 24-2 record,

andria.

Harper Olness, eighth-grader, averaged
13.0 points, 7.6 rebounds and 2.3 steals
per game. Sydney Thorstad averaged 8.7
points, 4.6 rebounds and 2.8 steals. Mya

coached by Joey Dreier. They were un-
defeated in conference. The losses came
against Albany (at the buzzer) and Alex-

Schoumaker averaged 5.2 points, Kyla
Vick 4.9, Jaedynn Clancy 4.2 and Macee
Schoumaker 4.2. Bri Triplett shot 46 per-

cent on three’s.

Also seeing action were Brooke Bar-
ney, Sydney Peltier, Evalynn Swenson,
Piper Westby, Lydia Netland, Hayden Van
Dyke, and Evalina Keefe.

2 | =
Flile photos by Ralph Dickerson

Pictured in varsity action, eighth grader, top left, Harper Olness averaged 13 points and almost eight boards a game for the JV squad. Sydney
Thorstad, at left in varsity action, scored almost nine points a game and grabbed five boards.

e JV Dance Coach

« Head Varsity

JOIN OUR
TEAM

Volleyball Coach
« 7th & 8th Grade Softball

Coach

e Football Coaches

Apply Today!

www.nls.k12.mn.us/employment
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NLS boys had solid shooting

Lageson makes all-conference

Bovys

BASKETBALL

By Bruce Strand

Sports Reporter

New London-Spicer had
three double-digit scorers
and some accurate shooting
during a 13-15 boys bas-
ketball season. The Wild-
cats were 7-9 in the Wright
County Conference West,
with one section win before
bowing out.

Zach Lageson, junior
guard, averaged 12.9 points,
2.8 assists and 1.7 steals per
game, leading NLS in each
category. He was named to
the all-conference team.

The next two scorers were
sophomore FEthan Nelson
with 11.5 points per game
and a team-leading 4.9 re-
bounds; and senior Beckett
Newman, who averaged
11.1 points in 19 games,
missing nine with injury.

The next were three ju-
niors. Grant Henjum av-
eraged 9.6 points and 4.4
rebounds, Louden Johnson
9.5 points, 1.8 assists and
1.6 steals, and Gavin Vick
7.6 points and 4.0 rebounds.

The Wildcats made a solid
46.2 percent on field goals
and 32.5 percent on 3-point-
ers with 155 of them.

Lageson hit on 53.1 per-

Zach Lageson squared up for a three-point shot against Rockford.

cent overall and 45 per-
cent on three’s, leading the
team with 45. Also making
more than half their shots
were Henjum, 51.9 per-
cent, including 6-for-12 on
three’s; and Nelson, 50.4
percent, including 34.8
percent on three’s with 23.
Close was Johnson at 47.8
percent including .305 on

Shooting over 70 per-
cent on free shots were
Nelson, 61-for-84 (.726);
Lageson,
(.710); and Henjum 41-
for-58 (.707).

Newman, Nelson, Hen-
jum, Vick and Johnson got
honorable mention to all-

71-for-100

Photo submitted

The New London-Spicer kindergarten to sixth grade wrestlers, and coaches. The squad earned a trip to the state tourna-
ment, to be held March 26-29 at the Rochester Mayo Civic Center, by winning three of four matches in region action.

Wildcat K-6 wrestlers earn state tourney trip

YOUTH
= | WRESTLING
Photo by Bruce Strand
By Bruce Strand
three’s with 25. Sports Reporter

New London-Spicer’s K-6 dual
wrestling team qualified for the
Northland Youth Wrestling As-
sociation state tournament by
winning three of four matches
om the Region 4 meet at Pierz
on Saturday, March 14.

NLS lost to Holdingford in the
first round 38-33, then defeat-

conference.

ed

Belgrade-Brooten-Elrosa

51-27, Alexandria 48-28 and
Morris Area/Hancock/Chokio-
Alberta 44-34. NLS had lost
to that team 51-27 two weeks
earlier.

“This is a huge deal for the NLS
wrestling program,” said head
coach Justin Schneider. “This
team has put in a ton of work to
get to this point.”

The state tournament, NLS’s
first since 2022, is slated for
March 26-29 at Rochester
Mayo Civic Center.

The team includes 45-pound-
ers Garrett Bendickson, Lu-
cas Contreras, and Carter
Quam; 50-pound Finn Melges;
55-pounders Grady Bendickson

and Ryder Hoffman; 60-pound
Collin Quam; 65-pounders
Easton Schneider and Lincoln
Hoffman; 70-pound Henry Hoff-
man; 75-pounders Ryan Quam
and Xavier Walz; 80-pound-
ers Gannon Bendickson and
Conway Thompson; 84-pound
Crew Kershner; 88-pound Sul-
ly Hoffman; 93-pound Josiah
Nelson; 102-pound Hunter Lu-
cas; 115-pound Tatum Westby;
130-pound Keagan Korsmo;
and heavyweight Drew Dahl.
The coaching staff consists of
Schneider, Dustin Hoffman,
Bostyn Thompson, Stephen
Westby, Josh Nelson, and Tyler
Bendickson.Arena.

ﬁile p o_tos.by Ralph Dickerson

Top left: Junior Caleb Nelson, shown here at a home meet, earned all-conference honors this year. He holds a 126-81 career record. Top right, Sophomore Kellon Hanson, shown in a home meet, also earned all-conference
honors. He holds a career record of 65-17 with two years remaining in his career.

NLS wrestling awards, top records listed

WRESTLING

WRAPUP

By Bruce Strand
Sports Reporter

New London-Spicer had
four all-conference wrestlers

after an 11-11 season. They
are seniors Garrett Leenstra
and Holton Hanson, junior
Caleb Nelson and sophomore
Kellon Hanson.

Holton Hanson, the lone
state qualifier, was 30-8 this
year, placed second in the
section, and went 1-2 at state,
at 152 pounds. He was 151-
68 in his career.

“Holton has had the abil-
ity to reach the state tourna-
ment for several years, and it
was great to see him achieve
that goal this season,” coach
Shawn Hattlestad said.

Leenstra placed third in the
section at 285. He was 32-10
this year and 79-57 in his ca-
reer. Nelson was 26-14 at 172
and has a 126-81 career mark

with a year left. Kellon Han-
son was 33-7 at 121. He’s 65-
17 career with two seasons
left.

Also over 100 wins was se-
nior Andrew Sandau, 22-13
this year at 127 and 116-60 in
his career. Also with winning
records were senior Matthew
Gehrke, 26-16 at 215, and
sophomore Jeremiah Nelson,

24-16 at 145.

Hattlestad reflected, about
the season: “Each year, we
continue to see this group of
young men develop not only
their skills, but also their
passion for the sport. Wres-
tling teaches far more than
just getting your hand raised
or earning a spot on the po-
dium—it instills the value

of hard work, discipline, and
sacrifice.”

The coach said this was
an enjoyable group to coach:
“They  embraced  being
pushed every day and con-
sistently responded with ef-
fort and determination. Their
willingness to work made
coaching them incredibly re-
warding.”

SUPPORTING LOCAL YOUTH SPORTS

9l. LLUUDU oV

Photo submitted

Girls Hockey advance to the
south regionals

The River Lakes Stars girls 12-U A hockey squad won the dis-
trict five championship and advanced to the south regional
tournament for a shot at a spot in the state tournament. Squad
members pictured in front row from left: Maya Dolly, Macey
Barten, Paisley Ashbury, Peyton Akersopn and Anna Wagner.
Second row from left: Sophie Haglund, Layla Garner, Clara
Hoepner, Emeri Prosser, Lainey Martinka, Willa Prosser, Aliza-
beth Baloun and Finley Davis. Third row from left: coaches
Nate Prosser, Steve Barten. Kvile Akerson and Mike Haalund.

Photo submitted

Boy Hockey advance to the
south regionals

The River Lakes Stars boys Bantam A squad placed sec-
ond in the district championship and advanced to the south
regionals for a chance to advance to state. Pictured in the
front: goalie Owen Redington. Second row from left: Gavin
Meyer, Carter Stavros, Johnny Martinka, Soren Selander,
Cru Ruegermer, Noah Einarson and Myles Gehrking. Third
row from left: Cam Dahl, Jensen Davis, Jack Heying, Davis
Wuertz, Easton Musterman, Liam DuFrance, Easton Hess

and Dvlan Baver.
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NLS 3rd grade girls win their
first tournament

New London Spicer 3rd grade girls travel basketball team
took home 1st place at their very first tournament in
Paynesville Saturday February 21st!. Pictured first row:
Madeline Veeder, Lennon Spears, Rylee Bice, Ryann Rohl-
off, Briella Kennedy, Rayna Kase, Grace Christenson. 2nd
row: Coach Lyndsey, Coach Krystal, Marin Deisting, Hadley
Winther, Wren Lesteberg, Dillon Wallentine, Lillian Frauen-
dienst, Coach Katie. Not pictured: Evelyn Knight.
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In an era of misinformation, local journalism may matter more than you think

By Shannon Urban
Staff Writer

Ted Almen can trace his
family’s commitment to local
journalism back three genera-
tions. His grandfather was a
newspaper publisher. So was
his father. And for more than
four decades, Almen has car-
ried on the tradition, running
small community papers in ru-
ral Minnesota.

“It’s in our blood,” he says.
“It’s what I wanted to do com-
ing out of college, and it’s all
I’ve ever really wanted to do.”

But the industry Almen
inherited looks nothing like
the one his grandfather knew.
Since 2005, more than 2,000
local newspapers have shut
down across the country, leav-
ing roughly 20 percent of
Americans in what researchers
call “news deserts”—commu-
nities without a single reporter
covering city council meetings,
school board decisions, or local
elections.

In Minnesota alone, ap-
proximately 12 percent of local
news outlets have closed since
2018, averaging about 11 clo-
sures per year. Almen himself
had to shutter one of his papers,
the Raymond-Prinsburg News
when advertising support dried
up.

“The support for it just got
so small that we couldn’t con-
tinue operating,” he explains.

Yet even as newspapers dis-
appear, something unexpected
is happening: a growing rec-
ognition that local journalism
might be exactly what a polar-
ized, misinformation-weary
public needs most.

The trust problem

In a time when misinfor-
mation spreads rapidly online
and trust in national media
institutions has eroded, local
journalism — grounded in the
everyday lives of communi-
ties — may offer something
increasingly rare: proximity,
accountability and trust.

“Journalism is one of the
pillars of democracy,” Almen
says. “We need good reporters,
people who are going to tell the
truth, and we need them to be
supported for this democracy
to survive and to thrive.”

The irony is sharp: at a mo-
ment when trust in media has
cratered, local news organiza-
tions often maintain deeper
connections with their commu-
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nities than their national coun-
terparts ever could.

At a recent forum on the
future of local media hosted
by the Citizens League, repre-
sentatives from outlets across
Minnesota gathered to discuss
an industry in crisis—and
the surprising opportunities
emerging from it.

Tanner Curl, executive di-
rector of MinnPost, a nonprofit
news outlet approaching its
18th year, describes local jour-
nalism as fundamentally “a hu-
man to human endeavor.”

“At a time when the insti-
tution of media is mistrusted,
when media outlets are mis-
trusted, how do we forge those
relationships, those connec-
tions, neighbor to neighbor?”
Curl asked the forum audience.

Why local matters

Local newspapers have
long functioned as a communi-
ty’s record keeper — an insti-
tution that informs, entertains
and archives the life of a place.

When local reporters stop
attending city council meet-
ings, residents lose visibility
into how their tax dollars are
spent, what developments are
being approved, and which
officials are serving their in-
terests. The information gap
doesn’t stay empty—it gets
filled by speculation, rumor,
and increasingly, deliberate
misinformation.

“When you lose access to
that information,” Almen said,
“it becomes hard for people to
understand where they have
influence and agency in their
communities.”

Tim Murphy, a program of-
ficer at the McKnight Founda-
tion who leads its local media
initiatives, laid out the stakes
plainly at the forum: “With-
out a local media environment
that actually keeps citizens en-
gaged, informed, and activated
and inspired, any progress on
any of our issues that any of us
care about becomes really, re-
ally hard.”

In fact, in areas where local
coverage has disappeared, civ-
ic engagement tends to decline.
Fewer residents attend public
meetings or vote in local elec-
tions, and misinformation can
fill the vacuum where verified
reporting once existed.

In local reporting, some-
times it’s a human-interest
story about a resident’s unusual

hobby. Sometimes it’s a feature
about a local event or school
activity. And sometimes it’s the
careful scrutiny of a govern-
ment decision that might other-
wise pass unnoticed.

But even those small sto-
ries, journalists argue, are what
ultimately knit communities
together. And while national
political debates often domi-
nate headlines, local journalists
say their work remains rooted
in everyday life.

The business model
problem

Trust doesn’t pay the bills.
And the financial model that
sustained local journalism for
more than a century has funda-
mentally collapsed.

Across the United States,
the traditional foundations of
local journalism are shifting
beneath the industry’s feet.
Newspapers have closed, re-
porters have vanished from
once-covered government
meetings and the economic
model that sustained com-
munity news for decades has
weakened.

Advertising revenue that
once funded newsrooms has
migrated to digital platforms.
Murphy estimates the shift be-
gan roughly 20 to 25 years ago,
“in which advertising dollars
used to drive the majority of
the journalism work that was
happening at different publish-
ers around the country.”

Local journalism has tradi-
tionally operated on a simple
business model: subscriptions
and advertising. Local busi-
nesses bought ads, readers
subscribed and the revenue
funded reporters who covered
the community.

But as advertisers moved
to targeted digital platforms
like Google and Facebook, lo-
cal papers found themselves
scrambling to replace what
had been reliable, sustaining
income.

Almen has watched it hap-
pen in real time. His commu-
nity of Kerkhoven, Minnesota,
has “probably less than half”
the businesses it had when he
returned to run the family pa-
per in 1980. Those businesses
didn’t disappear because of
social media—they closed for
a variety of reasons. But the
ones that remain increasingly
direct their advertising dollars
elsewhere.
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Local photographer
Amanda  Orlowski
caught this photo
of several swans
and geese on an
area lake. With the
lakes thawing, she
expects more water-
fowl to start appear-
ing on open water.

— Photo by
Amanda Orlowski

“That has hurt us tremen-
dously,” Almen says.

The economics have forced
painful adaptations. Papers
that once employed multiple
reporters now rely on only a
few, and often their publish-
ers also cover beats. Part-time
stringers and citizen contribu-
tors fill gaps. Postage costs—a
particularly brutal expense for
free community papers—have
increased seven or eight times
in the past decade.

“You have to run a tighter
ship,” Almen says. “You can’t
make mistakes the same way
you could before.”

Heather Cantrud, general
manager of the 152-year-old
Daily Journal in Fergus Falls,
attributes her paper’s sur-
vival partly to leadership that
“operates within its financial
means.”

“If we don’t have the mon-
ey to do it, we don’t do it, even
if we want to,” she told the fo-
rum.

New models, new hope

The crisis has spawned
experimentation.  Nonprofit
newsrooms like MinnPost and
Sahan Journal have emerged
with diversified funding mod-
els that include foundation
grants, individual donations,
and advertising partnerships.

Meanwhile, traditional pa-
pers are adapting. Cantrud’s
newsroom has embraced digi-
tal newsletters, social media,
video content, and even artifi-
cial intelligence for tasks like
transcription and data process-
ing.

Part of the need to shift has
been due to changing audi-
ences. Younger audiences of-
ten consume news differently,
relying on social media or
short-form video instead of tra-
ditional newspapers. And even
loyal readers may struggle to
distinguish verified reporting
from the swirl of information
circulating online.

“We’re going to be in a
place for quite some time
where we have to be willing
to adapt,” Cantrud says. “We

can’t just stick to the way it’s
always been done.”

But Cantrud also defends
print’s irreplaceable role in de-
mocracy.

“You can’t hack a physical
newspaper,” she points out.
“That physical newspaper is
still going to have the original
article, how it was written. That
is what goes into the public re-
cord. That’s what goes to the
historical societies. A physical
newspaper is part of the histori-
cal record.”

The stakes

At the forum, speakers re-
peatedly returned to a funda-
mental point: local journalism
isn’t just about local commu-
nities. It’s about the health of
democracy itself.

“Local journalism undeni-
ably tells the stories of who
we are as a country,” Murphy
said. “It’s not conflated with
national politics. It’s not con-
flated with special business in-
terests. It actually tells the story
of who we are. When we lose
that sense and that grounding
of real communities, we lose
something really important.”

The Washington Post fa-
mously broke the Watergate
story because its publisher,
Katharine Graham, was will-
ing to absorb financial losses in
pursuit of accountability jour-
nalism. When she was warned
that the coverage was costing
millions, her response became
legendary: “It’s a good thing
we can afford it.”

The principle scales down.
A small-town paper might
not uncover presidential cor-
ruption, but it might expose
a mayor embezzling funds or
a developer skirting environ-
mental regulations.

“Every journey begins with
the first step,” Almen reflects.
“This is kind of the first step of
journalism.”

Looking forward

Asked if he’s optimistic
about the future of small in-
dependent newspapers, Almen
pauses.

“I'm hopeful,” he finally

says. “I’m hopeful that people
will realize that what we do is
important, and we’re kind of
keeping a history of the com-
munities, besides entertaining
and informing.”

His hope isn’t naive. He
knows Main Streets have
changed, that revenue deter-
mines survival, that he himself
had to close a paper he loved
when the math stopped work-
ing.

Alexis So Tang, editor-in-
chief of the Minnesota Daily,
the University of Minnesota’s
student newspaper, sees young
journalists who haven’t given
up despite the industry’s trou-
bles.

“The Daily still gets a lot
of applications,” she told the
forum. “People are still signing
up for the journalism program.
We haven’t all just accepted
what’s happening.”

Cantrud  encourages a
mindset shift—Ilooking at the
industry’s turbulence not with
dread, but as opportunity.

“Challenge your own mind-
set to look at everything in a
positive light instead of a nega-
tive,” she says. “Look at the
opportunity for change and see
how you can make that into
something good.”

The challenges facing lo-
cal journalism are severe and
structural. The industry needs
new business models, phil-
anthropic support, policy in-
terventions, and communities
willing to pay for the news that
keeps them informed.

But the need for local jour-
nalism has never been clearer.
In an information environment
polluted by misinformation,
algorithmic manipulation, and
partisan rage, the local report-
er attending the school board
meeting might be democracy’s
last, best line of defense.

“We’re kind of keeping a
history of the communities,”
Almen says. Because in an age
of misinformation and frac-
tured attention, the local paper
might be the last place where a
community can be documented
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